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EC jobs 
scheme 
victory 


The European Commission 
is to re-think a £130 million 
(ECUs 180m) training initia- 
tive for disabled people 
described by one Euro MP 
as “a complete shambles” 
(DN, July). 

The three year Horizon Ini- 
tiative was to create jobs for 
disabled people by encouraging 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions to develop vocational 
training schemes. Britain has 
been allocated £10.6 million. 

Following lobbying by MEPs 
and disability groups, EC 
Social Affairs Commissioner 
Vasso Papandreou has agreed 
that the programme should be 
stopped and investigated. 

Labour Euro MPs were par- 
ticularly concerned that the 
UK Government which helps 
administer the British end of 
the scheme, had earmarked 
only English inner city areas 
for help, ignoring Scotland, 

Continued on page 5 


" My wife and I go 
everywhere together - 
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person in my life..." 
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All their own work: students at Beaumont College, Lancaster, designed and made leisure 
wear for themselves, then helped organise the fashion show last month, modelling alongside 


students from Carnforth secondary school. Story, page 5. 


Michelle Smith 


Spastics Society faces cuts 


The Spastics Society is the 
latest charity to feel the 
draught from a_ recession 
which has reduced dona- 
tions and increased compe- 
tition in the charity field. 

Faced with a deficit of over 
£4 million this year, the Soci- 
ety’s executive council has had 
to agree a package of cuts 
which could include making 45 
staff redundant and redeploy- 
ing 33. 

“The council’s first consider- 
ation has been its overriding 
objective of sustaining our 
existing services and protecting 
the Society’s important future 
developments in care in the 


community, education, 
employment services and its 
work with local groups,” chair- 
man Derek Ashcroft told staff. 

Money will be saved by 
decentralising management and 
administration still further, 
with regional managers taking 
over responsibility for person- 
nel, training and property man- 
agement. Services such as 
alternative lifestyles and 
microtechnology support may 
be based in the regions too. 

Research and development, 
created as a separate entity, is 
to be incorporated into other 
divisions. 

While some other middle 


management jobs at headquar- 
ters and the regions may be 
lost, a few will be created in the 
regions. 

The Society is considering 
ways to cut spending on 
regional offices and building 
maintenance, and all managers 
are being asked to look for sav- 
ings. 

“These are difficult steps to 
take and we especially regret 
the possibility of losing some 
committed members of staff,” 
said Derek Ashcroft. “However 
we are convinced that these 
changes will place the Society 
in the strongest possible posi- 
tion for its future success.” 


Goodwill gets Karl back home 


Four-year-old Karl Shaw, 
who has been forced to 
spend four days a week in 
hospital since being paral- 
ysed last May, is looking 
forward to coming home for 
good thanks to the generos- 
ity of a Liverpool building 
firm. 

Hynd Construction has 
offered to build, free of charge, 
a special extension to Karl's 
Merseyside home so that his 
five life-support machines can 
be fitted in. 

Liverpool City Council told 
Karl's mother that it could not 
meet the £15,000 cost of the 
extension. 

The Shaw's neighbours have 
also rallied round, raising over 
£1,000 to buy Karl a specially 


adapted wheelchair. 

Mrs Patricia Shaw said: “We 
are very grateful for everyone's 
help. We have some great 


Karl Shaw: coming home 


friends and neighbours. Up 
until now we've been forced to 
cram Karl and his machines 
into our downstairs — living 


room, so the extension really 
will be the answer to our 
prayers.” 

A planning application for 
the extension was to be 
approved by the council as DN 
went to press, and Mrs Shaw 
hopes work on the extension 
will start soon. 

A spokesman for the Spinal 
Injuries Association __ said: 
“While the Spinal Injuries 
Association congratulates Karl's 
family and friends in rallying to 
his support, it is concerned that 
once again the responsibility 
for providing essential services 
is being neglected by the state. 

“We are also concerned 
about an increasing and worry- 
ing reliance on charity and the 
goodwill of individuals.” 


2 NEWS 


Minister takes shot 
at wounded soldiers 


Army Minister Archie Hamil- 
ton has told three soldiers who 
lost their legs during a military 
exercise to “find a job where 
they don’t actually need their 
legs.” 

On Thames TV's Ths 
on 20 June he said the men 

“could do a number of jobs m 
offices and so forth - sedentary 
jobs like people like me have, 
where they don’t actually have 
to use their legs.” 

Carol Mills, secretary of the 
Section Ten Abolition Group, 
which is fighting to get com- 
pensation for wounded ex-sol- 
diers (DN, May), said: “The 
Minister’s outrageous remark is 
characteristic of the lack of sen- 
sitivity and concern shown by 


the army to the plight of these 
men. If he is so keen for them 
to get a a sedentary job, why 
doesn’t he offer them one m an 
army office?” 

The Grenadier Guardsmen - 
Sean Povey, Adrian Hicks and 


John Ray - lost them legs after 


being blown up durmg an exer- 
cise in Canada two years 2g0. 
They had been followmg 
orders to dig a trench when one 
of the pick-axes hit a buried 
shell. 

The army has refused to 
compensate them, clamung that 
nobody was to blame. 

More than 100 MPs have 
signed a Commons motion call- 
ing for — “myustice” to be 

“righted as soon as possible” 


John Mytton got a £27,500 ICL computer eis } & F (UK): s Oliver Guskind for bemg the bad 
student on Wolverhampton Polytechnic’s Microcomputers in Business for People with Dis- 
abilities course last month. Mr Mytton eventually wants to run his own business from home. 


Wheatcroft, 52, from 
Cheshire won first prize 
(£500) in the Ground- 
work/Gulbenkian awards 
for outstanding environ- 
mental effort. Mrs 
Wheatcroft is a part-time 
volunteer for environmental 
organisation Groundwork. 


Emplo yers in “sickness” row 


The main employers’ pressure 
group is encouraging its mem- 
bers to blatantly discrommmate 
against disabled people when 
they apply for jobs, says the 
campaigning group Disability 
Alliance. 


The National Federation of 


Self Employed and Small Bust 
nesses (NFSE) issued leaflets 
to 50,000 busmessess Last 
November warnmg them about 
changes to statutory sick pay 
(SSP). In April, the Aw was 
changed to make employers 
pay 20 per cent of SSP mstead 
of the Government payme all 
The leaflet says potential 
employees should fill m a med- 
ical questionnaire. “Whether or 
not the medical record mfiz- 


ences the decision to employ an 
indwvidual # s night that 
employers should be aware of 
that misht occur through 
absence of the employee due tp 
iliness,” says the leaflet. 

Angela Hadppateras of Dis 
ability Alliance said the leaflet 
was outrageous. “It does not 
say to besmesses: ‘Protest 
about the changes m the hw’, 
it says ‘dscummate. You'd 
better deny people thar nights. 
Do not feel bad about mw. T'm 
not saying they want to hit ds 
abled people but that’s the 
effect.” 

Ms Hadppateras has written 
to the Commons select com- 
mittee on employment about 


the changes tm SSP. 
Stephen Alambrits, NFSE 
said small busmessses had 


if three or four people were off 
il at the same time. 

“Tt is wrong t suggest that 
employers are discomimaimg 
agamst disabled people. It s 
the Government who 2re dis—- 
cummaims I s not for 
employers to pay 2 state bene- 


Did your Xmas card win? 


Winners and runners-up m the 
DN Chistes card compei- 
tion will have the chance 
meet the Mimsster for Disabled 
People, Nicholas Scott, at the 
House of Commons on 6 
September. He has kindly 
agreed to present the prizcs 
and certificates and stay for a 
buffet lunch. 

Confronted by 400 entrics 
last month, the judges had a 
hard time trymg w whittle 
down so many exciting designs 
- paintings, drawmgs, collages, 
computer designs - t just one 


winner and two runners-up m 
each section. Bat the job has 


10.000 cards, ceditted with 


ther mame and distributed 2s 
the 1991 Dusshiity New Xmas 


card. 


narrowly missed being runmers- 
up will be m your October DN. 
Don’t mass it! 


Lawyers to study disability 


Able-Bodied (PHAB) and the 
Royal Association for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR). 


Anthony Scrivener QC added: 
“Tt ss essentzal that all aotvens 
have equal access t the bw m 
every respect.” 

The group meets for the first 
time next month to set 2 dead 
ime to report ms findmgs. 


Stop press 


newspaper by and for people 
off the presses m Novern- 
ber. 

At least half of Opeugaiz’s 
editorzal board and comtnbutors 
wil be people wah lexwume 
difficulties. 

Run by the National Feders- 
ton of Gateway Clubs, the 
lessure wing of Mencap, Opex— 
gate wil go out 60,000 mem 
bers and volunteers every three 
months. 


Tan Thorn, iel:071-434 0454. 
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’86 Act protestors take it to the top 


More than 100 disabled people 
demonstrated outside the 
Department of Health on 8 
July to protest at the Govern- 
ment's decision to scrap vital 
sections of the 1986 Disabled 
Persons' Act (DN, June). 

Representatives of the ACT 
NOW campaign later met 
Health Minister Virginia Bot- 
tomley and presented a letter of 
protest to the Prime Minister 
at 10 Downing Street. 

The events were organised to 
mark the fifth anniversary of 
the Act getting royal assent. 
They were attended by repre- 
sentatives of more than 40 dis- 
ability groups, including 
Mencap, the Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion (RADAR), the Greater 
London Association of Dis- 
abled People (GLAD) and the 
British Council of Organisa- 
tions of Disabed People 
(BCODP). 

The scrapped sections are: 
*sections 1 and 2 which give 
disabled people the right to 
appoint a representative to act 
on their behalf with social ser- 
vices 
*section 3 which gives them 


People with learning difficul- 
ties should be legally entitled to 
a comprehensive day service 
after leaving school, says Men- 
cap in a new report. 

It calls on the Prime Minis- 
ter to include “the right to a 
day service based on individual 
need” in his Citizens’ Charter. 

Empty Days, Empty Lives 
reveals a shortage of at least 
20,000 places in day care ser- 
vices. The Government, it 


the right to represent their 
needs during assessment, the 
right to a written statement of 
that assessment and the right to 
a review. 

The Act’s author Tom 
Clarke said: “I’ve never seen a 
delegation put a stronger case 
to a Minister, but her response 
was disappointing. She seemed 
content to just repeat her 
claims that the sections were 
not needed because of the Goy- 
ernment’s community care 
plans. This is obviously untrue 
and we will keep on fighting 
until the Act is fully imple- 
mented.” 

ACT NOW co-ordinator 
Mary Holland said: “The day 
was a great success and the big 
turnout showed how angry dis- 
abled people are that the Gov- 
ernment has_ refused to 
implement these vital sections. 

“The Government estimates 
that 144,000 disabled people 
would benefit from having an 
authorised representative and 
the cost would be only £40 a 
year for each representative - a 
small price to pay to uphold 
and safeguard the rights of very 
vulnerable people.” 


people are at home 24 hours a 
day. All they have to look for- 
ward to are empty days and 
empty lives.” 

A day later, in a speech to a 
Mencap Week conference, Par- 
liamentary Secretary for Health 
Stephen Dorrell, promised that 
services would improve. He 
said the Health Department 
had issued draft guidelines on 
developing day care services 
and formed an experts group to 


Leicester’s Sharon Lee's Study of Van Gogh: yours for £40. 


says, must increase the number 
of day centre staff, introduce 
an integrated day structure sys- 
tem and improve clients’ job 
prospects by introducing anti- 
discriminatory legislation. 
Mencap' chairman, Brian 
Rix, said: “Seven out of ten 
adults with a learning disability 
live with their parents. Without 
a day service some of these 


identify what is needed. 

And circulars to health and 
social service authorities had 
been published which recom- 
mend services for people with 
learning difficulties should be 
arranged on an individual basis. 

“We shall be looking to local 
authorities in preparing their 
community care plans to assess 
the needs of the people they 


A demonstrator prepares to take on the Health Department. 


Demand for better day services 


serve and, where provision is 
inadequate, to specify how they 
plan to improve the availability 
of day services,” he said. 
Mr _ Dorrell added _ the 
Department will in future refer 
“people with learning diffi- 


Heddell: new fT 


culties” instead of “mentally 
handicapped” people. 

Mencap’s_ senior director 
Fred Heddell commented:“I 
would give the speech eight out 
of ten for good intentions, but 
it will be up to the Govern- 
ment to improve on six out of 
ten for achievement.” 


*Arts Minister Tim Renton 
opened the 28th International 
Exhibition of Art by People 
with a Mental Handicap in 
June. Work from 24 countries 
was on sale, priced £20-£110. 
The show lasted six days at 
the Cottons Centre in London, 


but there were no plans for it | 


to move on. “Money has been a 
problem,” admitted Mencap 
organiser Hasu Morrar. “For 
the 30th exhibition we hope to 
have something bigger.” 


Empty Days, free, tel: 071-454 
0454.Closing date for 1992 show 
28 February. 


Dial-a-Minister 
Public Transport Minister 
Roger Freeman has promised 
to look closer at transport for 
disabled people after meeting 
representatives of the London 
Dial-a-Ride Users’ Association 
last month. He will visit three 
D-a-R regions in 1992 and has 
asked for a wheelchair user to 


show him how accessible the 
Docklands Light Railway is. 
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TOP QUALITY VARIABLE 


HEIGHT 
WALL MOUNTED FOLDAWAY 
TABLES AND IRONING BOARDS |. ! 


CJ VARIABLE & FIXED HEIGHT 
MODELS 

LC Choice of 26 sizes 

UO) Specially designed for ease 


CL) Safe, sturdy & self- 
supporting 

OO Easy to unfold 

OC Locks automatically in open 


C) Controlled downward and 
assisted upward movement 
for height adjustment 

CAN BE OPERATED 

AND USED FROM A 

WHEELCHAIR 


RING OR SEND FOR COLOUR LEAFLETS AND INFORMATION 
ON THE FULL RANGE OF FOLDAWAY PRODUCTS 


PANILET TABLES UNIT 17, DRAGON COURT, CROFTS END ROAD, 
ST. GEORGE, BRISTOL BS5 7XxX. Tel: 0272 511858 


Care 
leavers 
ignored 


Young people with disabilities 
leaving care are being left to 
face an uncertain and even dan- 
gerous future alone, according 
to the National Foster Care 
Association (NFCA). 

Project worker Ena _ Fry’s 
survey of young people leaving 
care, including disabled people, 
has uncovered many problems, 
including homelessness and 
vulnerability to sexual abuse. 

Ms Fry, whose survey is due 
to be published in September, 
told an NFCA conference in 
July: “Disability does not dis- 
appear at the age of 18 when a 
young person leaves care. What 
is needed is a plan for these 
young people which builds on 
the relationships that they have 
built up already. The best of 
these relationships are likely to 
be with foster carers.” 

Where the young person and 
their carer are happy with their 
existing foster arrangement 
they should be helped to stay 
with their foster families, said 


Ms Fry. 
But carers shouldn’t be left 
to cope without support: 


“They need proper recognition 
of this new role, decent train- 
ing and _ suport, additional 
allowances, information on 
finances and welfare benefits.” 


*The NFCA has produced a 
booklet called Fostering Children 
with Disabilities, £2.95, tel: 
071-828 6266. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
ST SE ST 
Child Support Bill 

During committee stage of the 
Child Support Bill in June, the 
Solicitor General, Sir Nicholas 
Lyell spelt out the role of 
courts in assessing maintenance 
for lone parent families. 

“Where a child is disabled 
and the person with care 
believes that that involves extra 
costs, that person will be able 
to apply to the courts for an 
award of maintenance to help 
meet those costs. This is in 
addition to the ability to ask the 
Child Support Agency to make 
a maintenance assessment for 
ordinary living expenses.” 

He said the Government had 
decided that it would not be 
right to exclude disabled chil- 
dren from the new arrange- 
ments. It was more appropriate 
to use the courts than the Child 
Support Agency. 

Courts will consider awards 
where the need for extra help 
has been established already, 
for example where the new 
Disabled Living Allowance has 
been claimed or where the 
child is registered blind. 


Quotes of the month 


“One cannot divorce one's children. Under whatever circum- 
stances two people bring a child into the world, they have a 
responsibility for it.” Michael Jack, Social Security Under-Secre- 
tary, on the philosophy behind the Child Support Bill. 


“They are children first and foremost and disabled secondly.” 
Rosie Barnes (SDP), criticising the Government's decision to send 
parents of disabled children to the courts to get maintenace payments 
topped up to cover disability costs. 


But deaf children will not be 
included, Rosie Barnes (SDP) 
pointed out. (She herself has a 
child who is hard of hearing.) 

It will be up to the parent to 
make the decision about 
whether to apply for the top- 
up, based on his or her own 
assessment of need and the 
chance of getting the money. 

Graham Allen (Lab) criti- 
cised the two-tier system and 
said disabled children should 
have a place within the Gov- 
ernment's formula for assessing 
maintenance. “If they do not, 
my worry, which is shared by 
several pressure groups, is that 


i 

Sir Nicholas Lyell: satisfied 
they and their caring parents 
will have the worst of both 
worlds - an inadequate mainte- 
nance assessment and a long 
delay in the provision of a top- 
up by the courts.” 

He quoted back the Secre- 
tary of State's own criticisms of 
the court system: “not working 


i 
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Rehabilitation aids 
for disabled people 


as it should, it is fragmented ... 
it is too often slow ... it is unre- 
liable ... it is increasingly inef- 
fective ... it is inconsistent.” 

Money, he said, was espe- 
cially tight for lone parents 
with disabled children. 

“Tt is irrational to make such 
parents wait for the courts to 
assess the extra costs of disabil- 
ity when the formula could 
include an element that auto- 
matically covered a proportion 
of those extra costs without 
delay” 

He pointed out that it would 
be highly cumbersome and 
self-defeating if every disabled 


\ f 
Graham Allen: worried 


child had to be assessed. 

It would be possible to get 
“half-way” there by including 
in the formula an element for 
disabled children and then, if 
necessary, going to court for 
more money in_ cases of 
extreme disability. This plan 
would take a large number of 
disabled children out of the 
court process. 

Rosie Barnes argued that dis- 
abled childrens’ needs should 
be assessed in the same way as 
those of all other children. 

She believed the courts were 
unsuitable for dealing with the 
needs of children involved in a 
family break-up. She wanted 
family courts. 

The Opposition did not get 


House points 


* The Disability Living 
Allowance and the Disability 
Working Allowance Bill has 
received royal assent. The 
benefits will be introduced in 
April 1992. Meanwhile, the 
Government is consulting 
disability groups about the 
claim forms, disability hand- 
book and regulations. 

* The Registered Homes 
(Amendment) Bill has also 
received royal assent. Homes 
with three people or less will 
now have to be registered. 

* The Criminal Procedure 
(Insanity and Unfitness to 
Plead) Bill passed unopposed 
through both Houses and has 
received royal assent. The 
court will now decide 
whether a person who is 
“unfit to plead” has commit- 
ted a criminal offence and 
then choose from _ various 
orders one which meets a 
person's needs. Before, a per- 
son unfit to plead could not 
be sent for trial and had to be 
committed to hospital for an 
indefinite period. 

* The Government plans to 
tighten up eligibility for 
Severe Disability Premium 
by excluding those severely 
disabled people who live with 
a close relative. If they share 
accommodation on a com- 
merical basis, they will still 
be entitled to the premium. 
Before the Social Security 
Advisory Committee consid- 
ers draft regulations, it wants 
to hear from organisations - 
by 2 August. 

* The House of Commons is 
in recess 25 July-14 October. 


the extra costs of disabled chil- 
dren included in the formula. 
Pauline Rona Graham 


For five days in Dusseldorf 
there will be opportunities 
to meet people and 
exchange information... 


...at REHA 91, the leading international 
exhibition of equipment for the disabled. 


Make sure you obtain details about this 


unique event. 


Info-Coupon 


Please send me 


“| REHA 91 News 


Country/Town: 


letters 


Ltd. - Charles House 


IN BRIEF 


Pharmacies test for 
diabetes 

Thirty high street pharmacies 
across England and Wales are 
offering the public blood glu- 
cose tests to screen for dia- 
betes. 

The three month pilot 
scheme, started in July by the 
Pharmaceutical Services Nego- 
tiating Committee (PSNC), 


involves pharmacies in 
Brighton, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Cheshire, Coventry, Devon, 
Hull, Isle of Wight, Lan- 


cashire, London, Manchester, 
Merseyside, Norfolk, Notting- 
ham, Peterborough, Sheffield, 
Swansea, Wolverhampton and 
West Yorkshire. 

Diabetes is the third biggest 
killer in Britain after coronary 
heart disease and cancer. Yet it 
has been estimated that there 
are 500,000 undiagnosed people 
with the condition who do not 
know they are at risk from long 
term complications. 

After the £6 test the phar- 
macist will tell you whether 
your blood glucose level is safe, 
borderline or too high. Border- 
line cases will get further blood 
and urine tests. When neces- 
sary, the pharmacist can refer 
you to a GP. 


Pharmacies in the chosen areas 
should know which branch 1s 
offering the tests. If not, contact 
Mike King, tel: (0296) 432823. 


Theatre break 

The National Youth Theatre 
summer 
school took 
on its first 
visually 
impaired stu- 


dent last 
month. 
Corienda 


White, 16, from Wolverhamp- 
ton (above), competed with 
over 4,000 others to get one of 


the places on the three week 


course which covers every- 
thing from stage fighting to 
voice projection. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) is giving 
her a £200 grant. 

RNIB director of education 
and leisure Paul Ennals said: “I 
hope that her achievement will 
encourage other young visually 
impaired people to become 
involved in the _ theatrical 
world, as visually impaired 
people are very under repre- 
sented in this area.” 


New regional office 
Norma Major, wife of Prime 
Minister John Major, opened 
The Spastics Society’s new, 
tailor-made, east regional office 
in Huntingdon last month. 
Mrs Major said: “I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone involved in the 


seldorf Trade Fair Agency 
yo8/110 Finchley Road - London NW3 5JJ 


016 071-4 359967 Society, whether professionally 
Phone: 071-7 94 


or voluntarily. Their continu- 
ing commitment is an essential 
ingredient in the work of the 
Society.” 


6 - Telefax: 


Messe lds Diisseldorf 


Basis for Business 
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Charity 
cheats 


The fraud squad are looking 
into the dealings of a company 
which raised at least £48,000 
by promising to provide a 12 
year old girl with a new 
wheelchair, but disappeared 
without giving her a penny. 

Amanda Simpson was to 
have been presented with the 
new £2,800 chair last month. 
But all the staff of the com- 
pany, Managlade Ltd, deserted 
the offices the previous day and 
Amanda's family had no way of 
contacting the company. 

The Sunday Telegraph said 
last month that telesales staff 
working on a 20 per cent com- 
mission phoned thousands of 
businesses to ask them to spon- 
sor balloons in a race for £35 
each. 

Labour's home affairs 
spokesperson Barry Sheerman 
has asked the Government to 
make sure the Queen's Speech 
in November includes tighter 
controls on charity fundraising. 


* The British Sports Associa- 
tion for the Disabled has 
sacked a fundraiser, Ronald 
Schwarz, while it investigates 
fundraising he did in_ their 
name. 


Kyle Aston, 6, from Plymouth, who has taught himself to walk, takes dos Louie Suleman 


Thousands lose out with Social Fund 


More than 1,500 disabled peo- 
ple were refused loans last year 
from the Social Fund because 
they were too poor to repay 
them, according to official fig- 
ures from the Department of 
Social Security (DSS). 

The Social Fund annual 
report, published in July, said 
the applications were refused 
because the people were unable 
to afford repayments. These 


normally take up 15 per cent of 
a claimant’s income support. 

The report also revealed that 
33,000 disabled people were 
refused community care grants, 
32,000 budgetary loans and 
1,661 crisis loans because they 
were either ineligible for pay- 
ment, had not received income 
support for 26 weeks or were 
of “insufficient priority”. 

In total, 96, 000 applications 


were accepted and 66,661 peo- 
ple refused. 


Sally Witcher of Disability ~ 


Alliance said: “We are not sur- 
prised by these figures which 
show that the Social Fund sys- 
tem is unfair, inadequate and 
unworkable. 

“What does surprise us is 
that the Government has done 
nothing to improve such an 
inequitable system.” 


The Duke of Westminster, President of the Royal National 


Institute for the Blind, joins Kirsty Walker, 4 (seated on his 
knee), and Shane Ruaux, 6, to collect £25,000 from Index. 
The money was raised from sales of Mr Snowball (eft). Also 
in July, the RNIB urged the Government to improve the vot- 
ing chances of blind and visually impaired people by mak- 
ing polling stations more accessible, training staff to 
provide assistance and putting application forms for postal 
or proxy votes into large print. It also urged the political 
parties to put manifestos into large print, braille and tape. 


More help 
for carers 


A pioneering scheme to help 
hundreds of carers has been 
launched by Bromley Council 
in London. 

The Carers Information and 
Support Services, has been set 
up with the help of the Carers 
National Association. As well 
as information, counselling and 
advice, nine “outreach” officers 
will set up support groups. 

Assistant director of social 
services for elderly people Mal- 
colm Vede said: “With greater 
emphasis on keeping people 
with disabilities in the commu- 
nity, we felt there was a real 
need for an organisation which 
will speak for carers’ needs.” 


Tel: 081 313 9364. 


EC jobs scheme victory 
Continued from page I 


Wales, and Northern Ireland. 

Labour's Euro social affairs 
spokesman Hugh McMahon 
said: “This has restored to dis- 
abled groups and their organi- 
sations the opportunity to bid 
for essential EC cash.” 


Are you having problems with 
second hand wheelchairs? D.V 
is gathering readers’ com- 
ments. Also, we would like to 


hear from you if you sent off 
£99 for a car from Magna 
Marketing and have not yet 


received it. Please write to 


DN, address page 2. 


Only 1 in 100 take a train 


Only one in 100 disabled peo- 
ple regularly take a train, and 
only nine in 100 use buses and 
coaches, the Automobile Asso- 
ciation (AA) has found. 

It is calling for big transport 
improvements after surveying 
1,000 disabled people. 

The AA found that 90 per 
cent of disabled people travel 
by car, and that 75 per cent of 
these say they would not leave 
their homes otherwise. 

The main problem with pub- 
lic tranport is getting on and 
off , and getting to the pick-up 


point. 
Once on, many disabled peo- 
ple are afraid of asking 


strangers for help or being 
taken ill. 

Four out of five want pho- 
tographs introduced on orange 
badges to stop non-disabled 
people using them. Over half 
think the two hour parking 
limit is too short. 

But most disabled people 
think shopping precincts have 
enough seats, and that it is easy 
to use wheelchairs in them. 

The AA has started a free 
helpline for disabled people. 
As well as providing informa- 
tion it can be used at roadsides 
to get quick rescue service. 


Helpline, tel (0800) 262050. 


AIDS cash 


The Government is to give 
£150,000 a year for three years 
to the voluntary group AIDS 
Care Education and Training 
and £130,000 to the Mildmay 
Mission, Health Minister Vir- 
ginia Bottomley announced last 
month. 


Fashion 
show all 
the rage 


Leisure and sportswear was the 
theme of a fashion show put on 
by students of The Spastics 
Society’s Beaumont College in 
Lancaster last month. 

Students modelled shorts 
and t-shirts they had designed, 
made and screenprinted and 
joined students from Carnforth 
School, a local mainstream sec- 
ondary, to model clothes lent 
by Reebok and Cannon. 

One of the Beaumont models 
was Louise Maudsley, whose 
flourescent design won the t- 
shirt competition, judged by 
the Duke of Westminster, the 
Society’s president. 

Planning started in April and 
involved students in the cre- 
ative, independence skills and 
communication departments. 

“It’s a great example of 
everyone in the college working 
together,” said ex-fashion lec- 
turer Sue Armstrong, head of 
creative and leisure studies. 

Beaumont principal David 
Gilbert said: “It’s as good an 
example of independence train- 
ing as when you see students 
shopping in town. It symbolises 
everything we stand for.” 

“IT liked doing the sound,” 
said student Chris Reynolds, 
who thought he had gained 
useful experience. 

Carnforth’s drama _ teacher 
Josh Gifford said working with 
Beaumont students had 
changed his students’ attitudes. 
“You just see them as normal 
people, which they are,” con- 
firmed model Jonathan Calver. 


The 
RIFTON MOBILE PRONE STANDER 


(INFANT to TEENAGE) 


For ALL 


who 


NEED 
TO 


STAND 


The RIFTON MOBILE PRONE STANDER 


% comfortable — makes standing a joy 


% suitable — for weight/non-weight bearing 


%* mobile — stimulates activity 


Full colour brochure: 
RIFTON 
ROBERTSBRIDGE 
E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR 
Tel: (0580) 880626 


&iRifton 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
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6 NEWS 


Costs of 
caring not 
being met 


Carers should get a special 
allowance to cover the costs of 
looking after disabled or elderly 
people, says a new report from 
Caring Costs, a coalition of vol- 
untary groups. 

Taking Care, Making Do 
reveals that 90 per cent of car- 
ers have to spend extra money 
on fuel bills, 80 per cent spend 
more on food or clothing and 
75 per cent spend extra on 
washing and drying. 

A Caring Costs spokesman 
said: “It is quite clear that 
financial support for carers is 
woefully inadequate. There is 
no justification for carers hav- 
ing to bear the basic living 
expenses of their disabled or 
elderly relatives on top of the 
care they give.” 

Caring Costs wants the Gov- 
ernment to raise Invalid Care 
Allowance, the main financial 
help available for carers. 

Not Enough Care, a report 
by the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Society, says only 17 per cent 
of those who care for people 
with Alzheimer's get home 
help, and sitting services are 
almost non-existent. 

A spokesman for the 
Alzheimer’s Disease Society 
said: “We are challenging the 
Government to make respite 
care services available and 
accessible to all carers.” 


Caring Costs, Carers National Asso- 
ciation, 29 Chilworth Mews, London 
W2 3RG. Alzheimer's Disease Soct- 
ety, tel: 081-675 6557. 


‘Keep Mobile’ 


Car Insurance for 
People with Disabilities 


In the frame: Springfield school pupils Samantha Reil (left) and Tracy Brannan (right) pre- 


sent school nurse June Rogers with the 1991 Pathfinder Award. Mrs Rogers won the £2,000 
award, started by Community Outlook magazine and sponsored by the 3M pharmaceutical 
company, for setting up a network of help and information for disabled school leavers. 


Bristol launches broker scheme 


Britain’s first service brokerage 
scheme for people with learn- 


ing difficulties is being 
launched in Bristol. 
Service brokers will help 


people determine which ser- 
vices they need, design a pack- 
age of services tailored to those 
needs and negotiate with health 
authorities, hostels and other 
service providers to get the ser- 
vices. They will also link indi- 
viduals up with a network of 
friends and leisure activities. 

Funded by the King 
Edward's Hospital Fund and 
based at the Norah Fry 
Research Centre, the experi- 
mental scheme in Bristol will 
initially last for two years. 

A conference was held at 
Bristol University in July to 


| Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 
available 
in the UK 


Disability Now August 1991 


explain brokerage to local vol- 
untary groups, charities and 
service providers. 

Tim Stainton of the Cana- 
dian Association of Community 
Living said the Bristol scheme 
will be based on the successful 
Canadian model of service bro- 
kerage. This was developed by 
parents who felt that their chil- 
dren's interests were not being 
met by traditional services. 

Centre director Oliver Rus- 
sell said: “Our scheme starts 
with the interests of the dis- 
abled person instead of offering 
a very standardised package. 

“If it is a success, many peo- 
ple will be able to move out of 
hospitals and institutions and 
be able to live as normal a life 
as possible, supported by a net- 


Diabetes 
find close 


Scientists believe they are close 
to discovering the genetic pro- 
cess that causes the most com- 
mon type of diabetes. 

Researchers at the John Rad- 
cliffe hospital, Oxford, have 
located two genes that make 
mice susceptible to insulin- 
dependent diabetes, which 
mainly affects young people. 
They believe similar genes 
reside in human chromosomes. 
(The other type of diabetes is 
non-insulin dependent, which 
can affect overweight people in 
middle age.) 

The study reveals remarkable 
similarities in the way the con- 
dition develops in mice and 
humans. By comparing 
“genetic maps” of the two, sci- 
entists predict that the Idd-3 
and Idd-4 genes in mice, which 
influence the onset of diabetes, 
exist in human chromosomes 1 
or 4 and 17. 

Research leader Dr John 
Todd said: “This is an impor- 
tant discovery because once we 
know how the genes work we 
may be able to develop ways of 
preventing the condition.” 


work of friends and carers in 
the community.” 

But Ken Simon, a research 
fellow at the centre, warned 
that service brokerage was not 
“a magic wand” and that it may 
take some time for the scheme 
to have an impact. 

Jan Thurlow, a parent who 
saw service brokerage work at 
first hand when she visited 
Vancouver last June, said: “I 
am very excited by the scheme. 
It would provide my 13-year- 
old daughter exactly the kind 
of support Ive dreamed of, 
save me from doing all the leg- 
work and enable me to concen- 
trate on being a mother again.” 


For more information contact 
Bill Love, tel: (0272) 238137. 


BREAK- 
THROUGHS 


Insulin-dependent diabetes 
affects six in 1,000 of the popu- 
lation and is caused by a com- 
bination of genetic and 
environmental factors. 

Insulin-secreting cells in the 
pancreas’ are destroyed and 
people with the condition 
require daily insulin injections. 


Drug slows 
rate of 
dementia 


Trials have shown that low 
doses of the drug desferrioxam- 
ine (DFO) could slow down 
the rate of dementia in people 
with Alzheimer’s. 

Researchers from Toronto 
University and the New York 
Institute for Basic Research in 
Developmental Disabilities 
studied a group of 48 people 
with probable Alzheimer’s who 
were given either DFO, a 


Queen's 
honours 


Ltetomsa rd 
Cheshire, 73, 
became af 
baron in the | 
Queen's birth- 
day honours 
list in June. In 
1952 he 
founded the Cheshire Foun- 
dation Trust which now 
houses 2,000 people with dis- 
abilities or mental illness in 83 
homes in the UK and 184 
homes abroad. 

OBEs went to Moyna 
Gilbertson, retired director of 
the Association for Spina Bifida 
and Hydrocephalus (ASBAH) 
and Oliver Ball, Chairman of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Record-holding disabled ath- 
lete Peter Hull got an MBE. So 
did Morag Rosie, Director of 
Friends for the Young Deaf. 

People awarded British 
Empire Medals included Bette 
Williams, who is blind and 
started a Talking Newspaper in 
Swansea. Ronald Power, head 
of the Royal National Institute 
for the Deaf’s test and develop- 
ment group, which invents 
equipment such as flashing 
alarm clocks, also got a BEM. 


Other OBEs included: Patrick Crichton for ser- 
vices to the Queen Elizabeth Foundation for 
the Disabled and Peter Levy, chairman of the 
Cystic Fibrosis Research Trust. Other MBEs 
included: John Barber, Cumbria Deaf Associa- 
tion director; Winnifred Osborn-Clark vice- 
president of the National Deaf Children’s 
Society’s Avon Region; and Thomas Glasgow 
for services to disabled people in the West 
Midlands. British Empire Medals included: Ian 
Gordon for services to Leeds Wounded War- 
riors Welfare Committee; Philippa Hill for 
services to Saint Raphael Club for the Physi- 
cally Handicapped in Cambridge; Williamina 
Mouat for services to Institute of the Severely 
Handicapped in Lerwick; and Gordon Phelan 
for services to Taunton Aid-in-Sickness Fund. 


placebo or no treatment. 

Treatment with the drug sig- 
nificantly reduced the rate of 
decline in people's ability to do 
daily tasks, such as cleaning 
teeth. The rate of decline was 
twice as rapid for people not 
taking the drug. 

DFO reduces aluminium and 
iron levels in the body. Some 
people with the condition have 


PATRICK BAGLEE 


high concentrations of alu- 
minium in their brain tissue 
and several studies have linked 
Alzheimer’s with aluminium in 
drinking water. 

Researchers believe the drug 
may be a valuable treatment for 
some patients in the early 
stages of the condition. 

But the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Society is more cautious. A 
spokesman said: “The trial 
results are promising but we 
are worried that DFO can 
cause lethargy, weight loss and 
abdominal pains. Caution must 
be exercised and a lot more 
multicentre tests undertaken.” 


: 
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| 
2 
| 


MICROTECH 7 


Good news for people with speech difficulties 


DN’s microtech expert Janet Larcher checks out what’s new in communication aids at this year’s Northern Naidex 


Good news at Naidex for peo- 
ple who find communicating by 
speech difficult or impossible. 
Four new communication aids 
were on show there which plug 
existing gaps in the market and 
make it more likely you will 


‘find an aid to meet your needs. 


Toby Churchill has intro- 
duced the SL30 and SL8. 

The SL30 is an improve- 
ment on the SL3 which it 
replaces, giving you control of 
many operating features, and 
speech, without really increas- 
ing the size of the machine (8in 
x 5in xl and one half in). 

But the weight has increased 
by about 80 per cent, to 2.2Ib. 

The SL30 costs £588, plus 
£225 for speech. Upgrading an 
SL3 to include the new fea- 
tures will cost £238, plus £225 
for speech. 

The SL8 is a switch-oper- 
ated version of the SL30, the 
keyboard replaced by a screen 
of similar size. A fairly stan- 
dard row column scanning 
algorithm is used, not the “lin- 
ear system” used in the scan- 
ning version of SL4. The SL8 
costs £622. Toby Churchill, tel: 
(0223) 316117 

If all this seems very techni- 
cal, just take it as a nudge to 
talk to your speech therapist or 
GP about whether there is an 


aid available now which suits 
your needs. 

The DynaVox from Rain- 
bow Rehab uses symbols (sim- 
ilar to, but not the same as, 
Rebus). Other symbol versions 
are promised. It is particularly 
interesting for its dynamic dis- 
play. When you press a symbol, 
the display can change to a 
wider range of options associ- 
ated with the symbol you first 
selected. Food, for example, 


Phraser: limited, but useful 


may be selected from an initial 
display which has symbols for 
many categories. The display 
then changes to offer a range of 
symbols concerned with food 
and eating. 

The device can be tailored to 
work in a very simple or highly 
flexible, and therefore more 
complex, way. Your require- 


ments can be stored on a credit 
sized memory cartridge, allow- 
ing the device to be re-pro- 
grammed very quickly and 
easily. Speech is through 
DecTalk and is therefore excel- 
lent quality, available in a 
choice of ten voices. 

DynaVox can be operated by 
touch; one, two or four switch; 
scanning or joystick. 

Measuring 13in x llin x 3in 
and weighing 10Ib, it costs 
£3,979. DynaVox will be avail- 
able towards the end of this 
year. Rainbow Rehab, tel: 
(0202) 392651. 

Possum chose Naidex to 
launch Phraser, the first of its 
new range of communication 
aids. A limited device, costing 
£199, but it will be very useful 
for many people. It has eight 
three-quarter inch arrays of 
four in a box measuring 5in x 
6in x lin and weighs only 12oz. 


Phraser allows you _ eight 
messages (one per button). 
Although it uses digitized 


speech, you cannot choose the 
messages but must select eight 
from the sixteen offered by 
Possum. 

A more expensive device 
which you can programme will 
be available later. At present 
you can only specify different 
phrases for an extra £25. But 


there is a choice of male, 
female or child’s voice, and an 
additional alarm option. Pos- 
sum, tel: (0753) 579234. 

All these devices will run all 
day if they are charged each 
night. 

Of course they are just four 
in what is now a wide range of 
options, so do seek help from 
an independent therapist or 


E=] NISSAN 


Customised 
mobility 
for the less 
mobile 


Introducing the VERSA, A vehicle designed 
specifically with the less mobile in mind. 
With built-in versatility, the VERSA offers 

a variety of features designed to cater for 


very special needs. 


By using different combinations of seating 
arrangements, up to four able-bodied 
passengers may be easily accommodated 
together with two wheelchair-bound 
passengers. Alternatively, up to five able- 
bodied passengers may be seated with a 
single wheelchair-bound passenger. 


UNIQUE TO 


CAF. CENTRE &TO. 
TEL: 051-420-2000 


£8995 


* DIESEL 


£9495 


* PETROL 


PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND 


ASSUMES EXEMPTION FROM ROAD FUND LICENCE 


All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief Form 
VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


CONTACT HOWARD SAMUELS 


OR JOHN LEACH 


ALL ASPECTS OF MOTABILITY 
CATERED FOR WITH PLEASURE 


The SL30 from Toby Churchill: improves on the SL3 


communication aids centre 
before buying. 

Besides helping you to 
choose the most _ effective 


device for you, they should also 
give some training. 


Dr Janet Larcher heads The 
Spastics Society’s microtechnol- 
ogy support services. Her report 
was held over from last month. 


EXTRAS PACK 
2 x SUNROOFS 
STEREO/RADIO CASSETTE 
WITH 4 SPEAKERS 
3 YEAR WARRANTY 
3 YEAR FULL R.A.C. COVER 


£795 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
£300 
ELECTRIC TAIL LIFT 


£1200 
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AT VAUXHALL THERES 
MORE TO 


MOBILITY THAN THIS. 


Oh the joys of choosing a brand new car. 


Arriving at the showroom only to find yourself 
confronted by a bewildering selection of models. 


And even if there is an obvious choice, there 
may not be a car you can test drive. 


Then there’s the paperwork. 


Alternatively, consider one of the many Vauxhall 
Motability Registered Dealers. 


You'll find there’s always a suitable car to test drive. 
Whether it’s a Nova, Astra or Cavalier. 

You’ll be dealing with a specially trained salesman. 
Who knows exactly what discounts you're eligible for 
(even if your Mobility Allowance has been awarded for 
less than 3 years) and will help you with the paperwork. 


And once you’re on the road, you'll appreciate our 
specialist after sales service. 


For now, either cut out the coupon or telephone 
us on 0582 696332. 


And we’ll move swiftly into overdrive. 


[ Please send me more information about Vauxhall | 


Motability schemes. (Please tick box) | 
NOVA ASTRADO CAVALIER O CARLTONO 
Names | __S ) 8 D . | 


| 
| 
| Address 
| 
| 
| 


| 
PostCoceme 95, age ee 1 | 
Tel: & | 


Vauxhall Motability Programme, 


@) VAUXHALL 


Once driven, forever smitten. 


CAR SHOWN: ASTRA MERIT 1.6 5 DOOR AUTO. PRICE £9,450. CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. INCLUDES CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDES DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES. ALL NEW VAUXHALLS ARE COVERED BY VAUXHALL PRICE PROTECTION, WHICH GUARANTEES 
THAT THE PRICE YOU'RE QUOTED IS THE PRICE YOU PAY, PROVIDED YOU AGREE TO TAKE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 MONTHS OF THE DATE OF YOUR ORDER OR AS SOON AS THE CAR BECOMES AVAILABLE. WITH EVERY NEW VAUXHALL YOU GET ONE YEAR'S FREE MEMBERSHIP 
OF VAUXHALL ASSISTANCE, OUR UNIQUE ROADSIDE RECOVERY AND ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT SERVICE. 
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ACCESS 9 


Rebecca Reynolds 
reports on the 


architects’ day out 


If Dave Goggin had wanted to 
see Silence of the Lambs on 
Screen | at Aylesbury cinema, 
he would have been 
disappointed. 

The cinema attendant 
explained that someone would 
carry wheelchair users up the 
stairs but only into Screens 2 
and 3. “It is a fire hazard in 
Screen 1,” she said. 

Dave Goggin is able-bodied. 
But for one afternoon in June 
he became a wheelchair user 
on Buckinghamshire streets, 
along with 14 other architects, 
designers and building officers, 
to find out about access from 
the point of view of the people 
they were designing for. 

The cinema was the most 
difficult place for him to get 
into. “The door was very 
heavy and would not stay open 
while I was trying to get up 
the steps to go inside. If it had 
been wet I would never have 
got in. I thought: Is this film 
really worth seeing?” 

The day was organised by 
Buckinghamshire County 
Council’s “Chair Aware” 
project and Aylesbury Vale 
Health Authority. 

In the morning, the group 
took part in access seminars at 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital’s 
Spinal Injuries Unit. While 
touring the unit, examining 
adapted toilets and bathrooms, 
they tried out aids and 
equipment. Then they were 
given simple kitchen tasks to 


What is the law? 


All shops and offices 
must have access to all 
floors and toilets for 
wheelchair users if they 
were built after Decem- 
ber 1987. Other build- 
ings, including schools, 
pubs and hotels, need 
only have access to the 
ground floor. The law 
does not cover adapta- 
tions for people with 
visual or hearing disabili- 
ties, but the Department 
of the Environment is 
looking into this. The 
Centre for Accessible 
Environments hopes for 
an answer later this year. 


do from an electric wheelchair. 
After that there was the 
chance to swap ideas with 
other architects. 

Leaving the comfort of 
Stoke Mandeville, it was off to 
Aylesbury or nearby Wendover 
in their wheelchairs. For the 
first time, they were 
negotiating car parks, visiting 
telephone boxes, shops, toilets, 
cinemas and crossing roads as 
wheelchair users. They went 
out in twos with one genuine 
wheelchair user as a guide. 

Going down the main high 
street, Dave Goggin had 
problems with his standard 
National Health Service 
wheelchair: “It keeps wanting 
to go towards the gutter.” 

At one point, he and 


Revenge of the 


wheelchair users 


architectural assistant Chandra 
Shan stared forlornly at a 
Sainsbury’s supermarket on 
the opposite side of the street, 
two high curbs making it 
impossible for them to cross. 


In another place they were 
foiled by having a ramp on 
one side of the road but not 
on the other. “The amount of 
distance we have to travel to 
get to a shop on the other side 
is ridiculous,” said Dave. 

Dave Goggin advises 
architects on making fittings 
such as windows and doors for 
disabled people. “Until I sat 
in a chair I had no idea about 
little things. You realize how 
much you take for granted 
being an able-bodied person.” 

Some places got a “thumbs 


up” verdict. The new style, 
open-fronted British Telecom 
phone boxes were thought easy 
to use. Some shops had no 
obstructive thresholds, and 
Marks & Spencer had installed 


| k 


Helping hand: the cinema door was one of many obstacles. 


a helpful automatic door. 

But M & S wheelchair- 
adapted shopping trolleys got 
the thumbs down. “There 
were three types, but they 
didn’t fit any of our chairs,” 
said David Kitson, a project 
officer on school accessibility 
in Winchester. 

He was convinced of the 
project's value. “People who 
control the money, such as 
ministers, should go along,” he 
said. “It would give them a 
greater idea of what’s needed. 
There is a commitment but 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


not the money to back it up.” 

Hampshire County Council, 
his employer, gives £200,000 a 
year for disability adaptations 
in schools and colleges. 

A swimming pool to be 
built in Feltham, Hounslow 
should benefit because one of 
its architects, Michael Weller, 
toured Wendover in a 
wheelchair. He could not get 
into the adapted toilet at the 
NatWest Bank. The one at the 
Red Lion Pub was also 
inaccessible. “I knew quite a 
lot about designing for 
disabled people already but the 
practicalities become very 
obvious when you’re stuck in a 
chair,” he said. 

“Before, it was a little bit 
like saying: ‘It’s only one or 
two per cent of the 


“People who control 
the money, such as 
ministers, should go 
along. It would give 
them a greater idea 
of what’s needed.“ 


population’, but now I 
appreciate the problems more.’ 

Vic Gibbs, a building 
control officer from Aylesbury, 
thought he was aware of most 
access problems, but little 
things surprised him. 

“T never thought about the 
height of supermarket 
shelves,” he said. “With a little 
forethought they could have 


b) 


David Goggin stuck on a 
kerb BUCKS AND HERTS NEWSPAPERS 


distributed the food evenly.” 

Chandra Shan thought more 
people from the rehabilitation 
and adaptation team she 
worked with at Ealing Council 
would come on the course. 

On their way through the 
streets she and Dave Goggin 
passed wheelchair user Sue 
Smith who has cerebral palsy, 
and her husband Trevor. 

“It’s a very good idea” Sue 
said. “It’s a pity that more 
architects do not look into t 
problems and ask more 
questions of disabled people.” 

The courses have proved 
very popular. There are no 
more places for the next one 
in October, but another is 
planned for next summer. 
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Contact Les Leeds, Bucks 
County Council, tel 0296 
395000 ext. 2711. 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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10 COMMENT 


Letters to the Editor 


Council charges 

I was interested to read about 
having to pay for council 
services (DN, July). 

We are in Kirklees, 
Huddersfield and my mother 
has to pay for her home help. 

I have a daughter aged 31 
who goes to an adult mentally 
handicapped centre and is 
picked up by bus. We have 
now been told we shall have to 
pay £1 a day for the transport. 

I am lucky as I get mobility 
allowance for Jacqueline and 
will pay it, but some parents 
might not, so these students 
are either going to be at home 
all day or walking the streets. 

They used to get £1.50 a 
week in a wage packet but that 
was stopped three months ago. 
Mrs J Ellis 
Liversedge, W Yorks 


Epilepsy campaign 
Far from highlighting, as your 
report suggests ("Epilepsy 
campaign hots up", DN, July) 
how people with epilepsy are 
prevented from getting health 
care, education and jobs, 
Standards of Care has been 
produced as a positive guide to 
improving standards of care, 
living and opportunities. 

The aim of the guide is to 


educate professionals in social 
care, health care, education 
and employment about the 
disorder in order to create 
greater equality of opportunity 
for people with epilepsy. It is 
also essential reading for 
people with the condition. 

Standards of Care contains 
fact sheets, which can be 
copied for teaching or training 
purposes. 

The guide has been 
published by the Joint 
Epilepsy Council, which 
represents all the major 
charities working to help 
people with epilepsy in the 
UK and Ireland, and is the 
culmination of two years work 
by a multi-disciplinary team of 
experts, including people with 
epilepsy. 

It is available, price £3.50, 
(inc p&p) from the address 
below. 

Marion Hardman 
Public relations officer 
The National Society for 
Epilepsy 

Chesham Lane 

Chalfont St Peter 

Bucks SL9 ORJ 


Computer-written cheques 
Many people with writing 
disabilities are regularly using 


word processors. 

One difficulty they may 
have is in writing their own 
cheques: the single cheque 
form is difficult to locate 
accurately in a printer, and a 
printer won't print within the 
top six lines of a single sheet 
of paper anyway. 

The good news is that the 
editor of computer magazine 
8000 Plus states: “The four 
major clearing banks in 
England tell us that they will 
consider supplying cheques on 
a roll to individual customers - 
though they may take up to six 
weeks to make up.” 

Once you have cheques on a 
roll (with perforations of 
course), it is then just standard 
word processor practice to set 
up a “mail- merge” system so 
that the cheque details can be 
entered sequentially at the 
keyboard and then printed out 
just where they are wanted on 
the cheque form. 

John Newman 
Honiton, Devon 


News from Yugoslavia 
I was sure there would be civil 
war. But now I think our 
politicians will be able to 
maintain general peace, though 
I'm still afraid we shall suffer 
from local unrest, for example 
in parts of Croatia where 
Serbian people live, and in 
Kosovo. Pr 

The situation for disabled 
people in Belgrade is worse 
than before. We suffered the 


restriction of our free holiday 
at the seaside which disabled 
people have enjoyed, I think, 
for more than ten years. 

The officials of the spastics 
society have done nothing, 
although they were aware the 
restriction is easy to question. 
The mood of disabled persons 
whom I have met recently is 
very gloomy. Not a single 
party from the five most 
powerful ones has mentioned 
disabled persons and their 
needs. So whoever comes to 
power won't do anything to 
improve our lives. 

I am feeling fine and 
working on my MA thesis. 
“Micky” Stojanovic 
Zemun, Belgrade 


Sheffield’s sports hall 
Although it was pleasing to 
note that Birmingham had 
built the International 
Convention Centre with people 
with disabilities in mind, may 
I say that as part of the World 
Student Games the council of 
the city of Sheffield has done 
the same thing by building an 
indoor sports hall. 

It is called the Arena and 
has seating for 12,000 people, 
plus room for 24 wheelchairs, 
and has a ramp outside. 

The Arena was also opened 
by the Queen, so Birmingham 
is not alone in the construction 
of public places with access for 
disabled people. 

P Reaney 
Hillsborough, Sheffield 
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Rights to see sights 

Is the Campaign for Accessible 
Transport going international? 
Looking round in June for a 
suitable place to protest about 
the inaccessibility of public 
transport, it picked ‘Tower 
Bridge. After all, it was a 
famous spot, bound to attract 
lots of attention. Just one 
problem really - no buses go 
over Tower Bridge. So 
protesters stopped a 
sightseeing bus. “They’ve got 
a point,” admitted one 
somewhat aggrieved, camera- 
wearing tourist on the top 
deck. “I’m just wondering how 
long it will last.” 


Bad taste champions 
Publicity people, not always 
renowned for good taste, 
showed what they could do in 
a press release for the British 
Open Amputee 
Championships. The organiser 
had “cleverly altered” the 
famous slogan of the sponsors, 
Heineken, to “reaches the 
parts that aren’t even there.” 
And a clock tower next to the 
course sporting an arm and a 
leg instead of hands, was 
unveiled by golfer Tom 
Quinn, “a truly brave and 
amazing man.” Given the 
success of the Open, and BBC 


tv coverage, was it necessary? 
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TEAMIFIC! 


The Kelly is a good looking, 


lightweight, foldable buggy 
for children with mild-to- 
moderate physical 
disabilities. 

This versatile buggy 
provides effective 
positioning and support 
without sacrificing comfort 
or appearance. 

Kids will love the “with-it” 
look and smooth ride. 
Parents will love the 
convenience. With its 6” 
front swivel castors and 8” 
rear wheels, it is easy to 
push and folds in seconds. 
The Kelly accommodates a 
variety of sizes of seating 
systems that can be changed 
as the child grows. 


Send this coupon off today for 
more information. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


TEE 


Ortho Kinetics (UK) Ltd., 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton 
WVI13 3XA. 
Telephone: 0902 866166 
SDN 8/91 
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More than 200 athletes came 
from all over the country to the 


British Amputee and _ Les 
Autres Sports Federation 
National Games in Wolver- 


hampton in June. 

Many of the most outstand- 
ing performances came from 
the powerlifters, who broke 
seven British records. 

Among the other sports fea- 
tured were badminton, archery, 
swimming and table tennis. 

The Games got off to a 
superb start on 22 June when 
Peter Cordice won the 100m 
class T4 event with a time of 
13.5 seconds. Dot Hyland 
landed the women’s class 2 dis- 
cus title with a throw of 
13.46m. The men’s archery was 
won by Thomas Darkin, who 
scored 1,088pts. Kathy Smith 
won the women’s event. 

Richard Kilburn took the 
junior male open title with a 
record-breaking lift of 85kg, 
while Nicholas Slater, a silver 
medalist in the Seoul Para- 
lympics, won the men’s 82.5kg 
class with a 150kg lift. 

The Games came to a nail- 
biting close on 23 June, when 


spectators packed West Park to 
watch Robert Gore narrowly 


Making his point: Terry Galloway in the javelin event 


Wolverhampton winners 


beat Nigel Capewell in the final 
of the men’s cycling event. 


Brit scoops two golds in US games 


Wheelchair athlete David 
Heatherington has won two 
gold medals and a silver at the 
11th National Veterans Games 
in Miami, America. 


David, 21, won the 100m 
freestyle swimming and slalom 
competitions (breaking the 


world records), and came sec- 
ond in the 100m track event.. 
Over a thousand disabled ex- 
servicemen, including a 12-man 
British squad, competed in the 


SS 


David shows golds to Finchdale principal Geoff Goodman. 


Games. Teams were sent by 
every American state and many 
European countries. 


Bourne dazzles the Prince 


Prince Edward flew into Ulster 
on 22 June for the Home 
Nations Athletics Champi- 
onships for people with learn- 
ing difficulties. He watched 
two races at Belfast’s Antrim 
Forum - the men’s 100m and 
the women’s - and presented 
medals to the winners. 
England pipped Scotland to 
the title, thanks to a dazzling 


international debut by Nigel 
Bourne. The Watford runner 
stole the show by winning 
three golds. After equalling the 
100m championship record and 
just missing out on the 200m 
record, he helped the England 
team shatter the 4x100m relay 
record. He was later presented 
with the Most Outstanding 
Athlete Award. 


David is “now setting his 
sights on the 1992 Paralympics 
in Barcelona. 

“Winning in American was a 
great thrill, but Barcelona 
should be even better,” said 
David, who is studying to be 
an engineer at Finchale Train- 
ing College in Durham. 


Nicholas sinks Open 
title for second year 


Geoff Nicholas, the world’s 
finest amputee golfer, has 
retained his British Open title. 

The Australian won the 
championship by shooting two 
stunning rounds of 77 at the 
Bryn Meadows Golf Club in 
Blackwood, South Wales. 

Nicholas, the only amputee 
golfer to turn professional, 
fought off a determined chal- 
lenge from Duncan Hamilton- 
Martin of Surrey to win by 
four strokes. 

He was presented with his 
trophy by Falklands war vet- 
eran Simon Weston. 

Other fine rounds 
played by England's Paul 
O’Connell, Ireland's Declan 
Clark and Tom Quinn of 
America. 

After the event organiser 
Brian Mayo announced that a 


were 


British Amputee Golf Associa- 
tion has been formed. Anyone 
interested in joining should 


ring Brian on 0495 225590. 


Dave Parson at the tee 


Ten ride off to Denmark 


A squad of ten riders from the 
Riding for the Disabled Associ- 
ation has been chosen to repre- 
sent Great Britain at the World 
Dressage championships in 
Denmark this month. 

The championships are 
being held in  Villalmsborg 
from 4-11 August and the 
British squad will take on 
teams from 15 nations. 

The British team will be 
hoping to match their perfor- 
mance at the first world cham- 
pionships in Sweden in 1987, 
when they won two of the four 


gold medals available. 

The ten hopefuls were cho- 
sen from more than 30 riders 
who took part in selection trials 
at the Warwickshire College of 
Agriculture at Moreton Mor- 
rell. 

Britain’s brightest medal 
hopes include Carole Birch of 
Wiltshire, who won two gold 
medals at the World Games in 
Holland last July. 

Joining her will be Welsh 
rider Alison Corp who also 
competed in the 1989 Special 
Olympics. 
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Growing straight 
Staying straight 
e Let our Spa Collection of 
Controller Chairs introduce 
you to the gentle art of 
seating. 
e So versatile they cater for 
anyone, any age and almost 
any disability. 
e Individually made to 
ensure correct posture 
control and maximum 
Pamniott Backs and seats adjust 
transforming chairs into side- 
e A range of soft practical lying boards, and wedges. 
fabrics (machine washable 
and fire retardent). 
i Pl d me information on the Spa Collecti 
e Appealing conventional 218 send me information on the spa Collection 
style. i Address 
eg a ES i ne ee ee ee 
e For comfort care and | 
: : os | Shanning Mobility Systems Limited, 
SEY IES Shanning Mobility 32-34 College Street, Kempston, | 
Systems is where mobility i Bedfordshire MK42 8LU. 
matters. | Telephone: 0234 269220 shaming 
; Facsimile: 0234 269223 Madin feeter eis 
@ @ 
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Billed as “promises to be the 
biggest yet”, the show nearly 
ended in a swimming gala as 
rain lashed down throughout 
the final day, flooding the test 
track and turning much of the 
arena into a lake. 

Yet still they came to the 
Transport and Road Reasearch 
Laboratory: from the UK, 
Germany, Eire, Italy and 
France. Disabled they may 
have been, deterred they were 
not; Ford had more test 
drivers on this day than ever 
before! One brave (foolhardy?) 
visitor was seen pushing his 
wheelchair during a downpour 
wearing a ‘T-shirt proudly 
displaying the Roadshow logo, 
rain bouncing higher than the 
armrests and trailing a steady 
stream through the back of his 
seat rest. I swear I saw him 
smiling! 

Each successive show reveals 
new trends which rapidly 
become established fact in the 
mobility world. Two years 
ago it was the Ford Transit 
van in various guises, a vehicle 
now accepted as one of the 
most practical and affordable 
machines for people who want 
to drive from a wheelchair. 
This time the scene was one of 
Voyagers made by Chrysler, 


Plymouth and Dodge; 
converted by Vantage, 
Bekker, Gowrings and 


Design & Innovation. Prices 
vary from £12,000 to £23,000 
depending on adaptations. 

The Voyager is an attractive 


vehicle, offering a range of 
engine options, power steering 
and automatic transmission as 
standard and tow body lengths. 
In my Naidex report (DN, 
July) I highlighted the Vantage 
version from Universal 
Mobility but clearly others 
share this optimism. 

All, except the Chairman 
Voyager, offer side access via 
a powered ramp to a lowered 
floorpan. Gowrings have 
instead taken a rear access with 
their well-proven “sit-down” 


facility. £17,151 ex VAT. 
The most sophisticated 
version on Steering 


Developments display was 
garish and terribly “Yankee”. 


Converted by Care Concepts 
of Phoenix, 


Arizona, it 


OZ—DBMM!S—-Hz2mM 


Reselco steering grip 


featured a joystick steering 
accelerator and _ braking, 
automatic wheelchair tie down, 
electric parking brake and gear 
selection along with lowered 
floorpan. The imitation wood- 


Mobility Roadshow: 


DN's award-winning motoring correspondent David Griffiths comes in from t 


grained external figuring with 
darkened windows and deep 
red paint with interior rim of 
the same colour made it every 
inch a glossy USA Image 
Machine, contrasting strongly 
with the pastel no-frills 
exterior eof “Designer & 
Innovation’s example. Prices 
from £22,000 to £30,000. 

Time and queues prevented 
me examining all the trans- 
Atlantic roadrunners but I did 
get inside Alfred Bekker’s 
Dodge Grand-Caravan. 
Despite the opulence, these 
vehicles are basic as American 
vans go. Yet they make ours 
seem positively utilitarian. 
Prices depend upon _ the 
modification you need, but in 
standard form they compare 
favourably with that of home- 
grown products. £17,000. 

Still on vans, it was good to 
see some very attractive motor- 
home conversions even if they 
were not all to wheelchair 
standards. At least three of 
them were offering ramped 
access (most appeared locked 
up and devoid of staff when I 
passed by). On the 
Volkswagen stand it was 
possible to try several different 
lifts under cover (!) including 
The Independent, a new 
Ricon model, fitted to the 
latest Volkswagen Caravelle 
conversions from Invatravel. 
This company is famous for its 
use of under-floor lifts which 
leave the interior free, but 
sadly the new VW is too low 


Our new small car has a big feature... 


Now you can enjoy real 


independence in the ‘Car of the Year REN Al 


1991’, the new Renault Clio. 


Our years of experience refining 
and adapting cars for the disabled 
driver have made the Renault Clio 


our best yet. 


The Clio gives you big car comfort 
in a small car that’s pleasant to drive. 
Power steering is available as an option on 
the RL 1.9 litre diesel and both the RT 1.4 
and 18 litre petrol versions, and a four 
speed automatic gear box is optional on 


the RT 1.4 litre. 


The five door Clio can also be fitted with 
a Kempf rear sliding door conversion and 
electric hoist to make stowing a wheel- 
chair behind your seat a simple, push 
button operation. Coupled with its 
handling, spaciousness and quietness the 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled 


Clio gives the motorist a real sense of 
freedom. 


' In fact, most models in the Renault 


range can be adapted to make the 
disabled motorist’s life easier and 
more enjoyable with modifications 


by specialists including hand 
controls, swivel seats and flip-over 


Motorists Programme and special financial terms 


NAME: 


accelerator. 


Renault is an approved manufacturer 
on the Motability Car Purchase Scheme so 
if you receive a mobility allowance you're 
eligible to choose from most of the 
Renault range and purchase at the special 
Motability rate. 

Ask your local Renault dealer for 
details of the Renault Disabled Motorists 
Programme, special 
finance terms and any 
required modifications, or 
return the coupon below. 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Special Sales, 
Western Avenue, London W3 ORZ 


HOME TELS ee 


The Astra Assessment Model: it's 18ft long, has no engine, and ne 


to take such equipment. The 
Ricon lift is particularly fast in 
operation - a factor much 
appreciated when it’s raining, 
or when loading involves 
several disabled passengers, 
but I found it a might too fast 
on the down action for my 
stomach’s liking. £1,896 for 
the lift, £13,750 for the van. 

Ratcliff launched their new 
Travel Lift at the show. 
Designed for small vehicles 
and individual users, it is 
attractive and simple to use, 
taking up very little space 
when folded into the vehicle, 
and the price is low too. 
Anyone thinking of installing a 
lift in a smaller vehicle would 
do well to investigate it. The 
cost, fully installed in the 
vehicle, is under £1,500. 

What of the cars? Well for 
those who suffer from 
problems when reversing, the 
latest offering from MAVIS 
might seem the answer. 

But, although it appears to 
have just about everything, 
including both automatic and 
manual transmission, it’s 18 ft 
long, has no engine and you 
need a good strong towing 
vehicle to shift it. Consisting 
of two Astra vans welded 
together, it houses four 
different solutions to the age- 
old problem of access. A gift 
to MAVIS from Vauxhall’s 
Ellesmere Port Plant, it was an 
excellent example of ingenuity, 
but a bit too demanding of 
space. MAVIS fortunately has 
plenty of that and it will make 
a very worthwhile addition to 
their assessment facilities. 


FOR A COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGUE 


The Escort Ghia Seeker 
was another vehicle you could 
not buy, but it was much 
more practical nevertheless. A 
concept vehicle from Ford, it 
included some highly 
innovative but extremely 
practical ideas, some of which 
will hopefully become part of 
Ford’s options range. 

Star of the show came not 
from the big-boys but from 
Jim Doran, a Coventry-based 
specialist who has been quietly 
opening up the horizons for 
disabled drivers for many 
years. A conventional vehicle 
fitted with Tiller Bar 
Controls, it will not only 
enable people who have always 
driven invalid three-wheelers 
to take to four wheels without 
difficulty, but will offer new, 
affordable hope to many who 
cannot manage a conventional 
steering wheel. 

The quality and finish was 
exemplary: trimmed to match 
the host vehicle’s interior and 
harmonising beautifully, it was 
in stark contrast to so many 
vehicle modifications we have 
become accustomed to seeing. 
£5,800 to £8,000. 

If this wasn't enough, 
alongside was a remote- 
steering system offering 
directional control from a disc 
mounted between the seats. 
Again the quality and finish 
would put many to shame, 
and the example on a Nissan 
Micra was already in daily 
use, providing its severely 
disabled owner with renewed 
independence. £2,750. 


Regrettably, neither 


CHAIRS 
# THAT CAN 
TRANSFORM 


b. THE WORKING 
ENVIRONMENT 


@ SUPERB 
COMFORT 


@ EXCELLENT 
QUALITY 


ALTONAIDS, 


OR A DEMONSTRATION CONTACT ... es ROAD, GATESHEAD, 


TYNE & W 
TELEPHONE: (091) 477 3733 


ADDRESS: 
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strong towing vehicle to lift it. 


e was available to drive on the 
omething which would have added 
to the attractions of the show, but 
ly test-drives will be arranged very 
‘and either DN or Jim Doran 
is will be able to provide details. 

i smaller scale, Reselco came up 


rbility Information Service wins top award 


id and Jean Griffiths (front) pick up a Ratcliff Award for the 
ewsbury Mobility Information Service's work in improving 
ices for people with mobility problems. Trevor Pollitt of 
selchair Travel (left), also won one. With them, Jean Ratcliff, 
Peter Baldwin, and Ratcliff director Campbell McKee. 


n unusually attractive infra-red 
ig grip incorporating touch-sensor 
on for wipers, horn indicators and 
Available in kit form for fitting by 
if required, it is a departure from 
al layout but I found it particularly 
» hold and to operate. Reselco is 
s the oldest adaptation company in 
abled driver world. How nice to 
nething so modern in concept from 
£310 in kit form, £415 fitted. 

so high-tech, but nevertheless very 
ting, was a prototype carrier for 


electric wheelchairs 
displayed hitched to a Vauxhall 
Astra by Alfred Bekker 
Controls. Simply locked onto 
a standard tow-ball and 
incorporating hinged ramps for 
easy loading, it should be in 
production very shortly. The 
price is likely to be well below 
that of a trailer but I would 
expect to have to add the cost 
of spring-assistors to ensure 
vehicle stability. £100-200. 
Theta Engineering were in 
evidence for the first time with 
their pedal extensions, Pedal 
Pals, some excellent bargains 
in driving gloves, and a range 
of add-on bits. Pedal Pals, £35. 
Both the AA, who sponsored 
the event, and the RAC were 
on hand with rival breakdown 


services for disabled people. ' 


Neither measure up_ to 
National Breakdown as far 
as price is concerned. 

Mobility Information 
Service (MIS) launched a new 
edition of Adaptations for the 
Disabled Driver. 

Both the Association of 
Driving Educators for the 
Physically Disabled (ADEPD) 
and MIS had large maps 
showing the location of 
driving instructors and 


© Adapted saloons, 
hatchbacks and , 
estates C 

© Very Competitive 
rates 


© Unlimited mileage 


© National Delivery and Collection Service 


We accept Access & Visa 


Telephone: 


081-207-4696 


MOBILITY CAR RENTAL 


Specialists in self drive 
car hire for the disabled 


@ Full R.A.C. cover 


& 


et, but well worth it 


in and reports on the fifth Mobility Roadshow held in June in Berkshire 


members of their schemes. 
The ADEPD register, which 
includes some organisations and 
persons outside the instructor 
field, has some 189 members 
whilst the Driveable scheme 
from MIS has 90 registered 
driving instructors specialising 
in disabled driving tuition. 
Motability was placed 
outside in mid-field of the 
vehicle companies rather than 
it), ent lta Witt OLnes 
organisations offering service, 


or advice. This must have 


confused quite a few. The 
exhibitors in tent 2 included 
the splendidly motivated and 
aptly named Motorvate. 
Operated by a group of driving 
instructors, it raises money 
from motor-racing and offers 
grant aid to disabled drivers for 
vehicle adaptations. 

Alas, I had no time to take 
any of the dozens of adapted 
cars out on the track (Ford 
alone had eight), nor indeed to 
visit every stand. 

For the disabled person 
starting out on the road to 
independence the Mobility 
Roadshow offered everything 
from Driving Licence 
Application, (DVLA) and 
learning to drive (ADEPD and 
Driveable), through advice and 
assessment (Banstead Mobility 
Centre, Derby Disabled 
Drivers Centre, MAVIS, 
Mobility Information Service 
and The Wales Disabled 
Drivers Assessment Centre), to 
insurance (M J Fish, Chartweel 
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and AA), getting a vehicle 
(Motability) and financial help 
(Motorvate). 

If a motorhome was your 
dream, six companies were on 
hand to advise and help 
including Continental Motor 
Caravans who build to your 


own specification (DN, 
January). 
The show is now 


undoubtedly the finest in the 
world. The next is in 1993. 
But continental travellers can 


460833. The 


Ford Motor 
Company Ltd, tel: (0277) 
253380. Gowrings, tel: Freefone 
Gowrings or (0635) 71502. 
MAVIS, TRRL, tel: (0344) 
770456. Mobility Information 
Service, tel: (0743) 761889. 


Ratcliff Travel Lift: attractive, simple to use and low cost 


update in Lyons next year. 


Alfred Bekker 
(0377) 241700. Continental 
Motor Caravans, tel: (0303) 
261062. Design & Innovation, 
tel: (044284) 3766. Invatravel 
Conversions, tel: (0704) 231081. 
Jim Doran Controls, tel: (0203) 


Controls, — tel: 


THE NEW VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 
BY INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS. 


Various options of wheelchair access available on 
this super new model, including lowering air 
suspension with automatic ramp, hydraulic lifts etc. 


Prices start from £13,750 excluding all taxes. 


Contact Paul Cassidy 0704-231081 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport. 


Motorvate, tel: (0242) 241306. 
Ratchff Tail Lifis Ltd, tel: 
(0707) 325571.Ricon UK Ltd, 
tel: 061-274 = 3711.Reselco 
Engineering Ltd, tel: 081-847 
4509. Steering Developments Ltd, 
tel: (0442) 212918. Theta 
Engineering, tel: (0495) 
312266. 


D 
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Taking the challenge, reaping the rewards 


Anne Ginty looks 
at the Duke of 


Edinburgh Award 
Scheme 


In July, 5,000 young people 
gathered in the grounds of 
Windsor Castle to help the 
Duke of Edinburgh celebrate 
his 70th birthday, 40 years of 
public service to youth - and 
the 35th anniversary of his 
award scheme begun in 1956. 

Over 2 million people aged 
14-25 have taken part in this 
flexible programme of leisure 
activities designed to 
challenge. Although many are 
disabled or have special needs, 
the challenge is the same for 
all. There are no soft options. 

Each level of the award has 
four sections: service, skills, 
physical recreation and 
expeditions, and you choose 
one activity from each. 

There are so many activities 
to choose from that thousands 
of young disabled people have 
qualified for bronze, silver or 
gold awards with little or no 
variation of the rules. 

In the service section, you 
help others through practical 
work in the community or 
train with an organisation. 
Popular choices with young 
disabled people include 
helping to edit talking 
newspapers or working as 
hospital volunteers. 

The skills section includes 
over 250 activities, such as 
drama, gardening and music. 
Skilled helpers willing to pass 
on their expertise are always in 
great demand. 

Although you are required 


throughout the country. 


into the smallest car boot. 


WHEELCHAIRS THAT GIVE MORE 
MILES PER GALLON OF ENERGY 


The ROMY and AYLESBURY wheelchairs are two new models 
recently introduced into the NEWTON range, and both these are 
already proving popular with hospitals and nursing homes 


The manual chairs are completely transportable and can be fitted 


Ask for a demonstration of our wheelchairs. You’d go a long way 
before you found anything to match them. 


For further information, write or phone 


NEWTON PRODUCTS 


Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane, Birmingham B33 0SQ 
Telephone: 021-783 6081 Fax: 021-783 5723 


A manufacturing division of The Spastics Society 


to take up some form of 
physical recreation, the choice 
includes wheelchair dancing, 
sailing, orienteering and riding 
as well as conventional sports. 

The expedition section 
appeals to many people’s sense 
of adventure, but some might 
think it would pose problems 
for young disabled people. 
However, given the choice 
between travelling on foot, by 
boat, bicycle, horse or 
wheelchair, most people 
complete an expedition 
without changing the rules. 
Preliminary training, in safety 
and camp craft for example, is 
always given. 

Qualifying standards are 
defined in terms of progress or 
effort. Everyone must achieve 
the same set of minimum 


Paul Edwards abseiling 


requirements to gain an award. 
If you are having particular 
difficulties you can vary the 
conditions, but any reduction 
in the physical challenge must 


NEWTON Manual all 
purpose wheelchairs are 
among the lightest available 
on the market today. The 
new COMPANION weighs 
only 22 and a half pounds. 
The standard lightweight has 
a well proven reputation, and 
the new BADGER powered 
wheelchair, together with the 
ELAN MKI11 powered 
wheelchair, are also among 
the most popular in the 
country. Government orders 
have been won for the 
BADGER wheelchair. 
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be compensated for by an 
equivalent demand in another 
activity. 

Paul Edwards, 21, is a 
bronze award holder. He first 
took part in the scheme at 
Birtenshaw Hall Special School 
in Bolton and is now working 
towards his silver award at an 
open award centre in 
Rawtenstall. 

Paul, who is a wheelchair 
user, took up woodwork, 
despite having no use of his 
right arm and only limited use 
of his left. He completed his 
expedition section at Birchfield 
Lodge in Sheffield, by, among 
other things, abseiling over a 
viaduct. Paul said the scheme 
had given him confidence and 
helped him to mix with other 
people. 

Reggie Lane, 21, from 
Rochdale, became involved 
through his local youth club. 
His first-hand experiences of 
the difficulties encountered by 
wheelchair users prompted 
him to choose committee 
procedures for the skills 
section of his silver award. 

Reggie is now on several 
influential committees and has 
become well known locally as a 
campaigner for better access 
and facilities for disabled 
people. 

Eleanor Williams, 22, took 
up the scheme with the 6th 
West Ranger Guides in her 
home town of Newport, 
following a serious illness 
which left her paralysed and 
unable to speak. Two years 
later she won a gold award and 
she is now in her second year 
studying law at Oxford. 

Eleanor chose speech as one 
of her activities and progressed 
to passing her advanced 
examination of the English 
Speaking Board. The 
culmination of her newly- 
developed skill was a speech in 
front of the Duke of 
Edinburgh and hundreds of 
delegates at the award’s general 
council in October last year. 
Eleanor does not want anyone 


Fhezadi 
going on the Braille maps. 


to think she is special. “I want 
others to see that, if I can gain 
an award, so can they,” she 
says. 

St Vincent’s School for the 
Blind and Partially Sighted in 
Liverpool has been offering 
the scheme for 30 years. Paul 
Manning, award co-ordinator 
at the 106 pupil, part- 
residential school, is now 
helping 11 boys and girls, 
aged 14-17, with their awards. 

Five who recently won their 
bronze are now looking 
forward to working for their 
silver. Without exception, they 
found the experience enjoyable 
and confidence-boosting. 

Fhezadi Iram, 15, from 
Nottingham, is partially 
sighted and chose 
photography for her skill. 

Gary O’Neill,16, also chose 
photography. He agreed with 
the rest of the group that the 
expedition to Caernarvon was 
the most enjoyable part of the 
award. With Braille maps, 
large print directions and staff 
to supervise cooking 
arrangements, the expedition 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


POST OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


| ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
hoe NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. stig 


Iram, Gary O’Neill and Robert Clarke (L-R) get 


ALAN RUSSELL 


ran smoothly. 

While Robert Clarke, 16, 
acknowledges the satisfaction 
he gained from the group’s 
shared service project 
(collecting toiletries and pre- 
school games for a poor 
community in Sierra Leone), 
Jane Connor, from Cumbria 
pointed out the physical 
benefits of the scheme. Jane, 
who worked on the multi-gym 
to build up her strength and 
chose disco dancing for her 
skill, said: “It taught me how 
to balance and keep to a 
routine.” 

Although no disability is, in 
itself, a bar to taking part, 
entry is limited to people who 
are able to understand the 
challenge of the award scheme 
and cope with its demands. 

Simon Collins, 15, summed 
up what is needed: “The 
award can be easily achieved if | 
you put your heart into it. I 
think anyone could do it if 
they really wanted to.” 


Contact Award Headquarters, 
tel: 071-937 5205. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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Discovering she was having a 
baby for the first time at 32 
turned Micheline Mason's 
world upside down. 

Her partner lived nearby, 
but he had his own problems 
to deal with. She had to go it 
alone. “My family were the 
worst, which I’m sure isn’t 
unusual. ‘They were the only 
ones who were really upset. 
All my friends thought ‘how 
wonderful’, but my family said 
how can you ruin your life, 
and terrible things like that.” 

Having brittle bones she 
knew her baby could have 
them as well, yet she refused 
to have the usual tests offered 
in early pregnancy. “I always 
knew there was a 50 per cent 
chance, but that wasn’t the 
issue for me: the issue was 
whether I could manage with 
any child as a single parent.” 

Lucy’s condition was 
discovered two weeks before 
the birth. Despite Micheline’s 
reasoning, and because she had 
no cause to think otherwise, 
she had grown used to 
thinking of her baby as able- 
bodied. The news came as a 
shock. “I thought some stupid 
things. One was ‘how am I 
going to tell my mother?’ 
because I knew she would be 
very upset. The other was this 
idea that if I produced a 
perfect baby it would make up 
for my disability.” 

Being so near the birth, she 
had to get a grip. “I was upset 
for about two days, then I 
wasn’t. | went back to thinking 
about practical plans and I 
knew she was going to be all 
right.” She asked someone else 
to tell her mother. 

Two months before Lucy 
was born, Micheline’s father 
died. The birth of her grand- 
daughter helped bring 
Micheline’s mother out of 
mourning. “The fact that Lucy 
had brittle bones was by then 
irrelevant. A much bigger 
thing had taken over.” 

After 10 days in hospital she 
brought Lucy home. Then the 
hard work began. “There is no 
support system for disabled 
parents, no boxes in any of the 
forms. I had to create my own 
support system from scratch.” 
As well as the home help (who 
only came for a maximum of 
six hours a week), she had 
many good friends. 

Her relationship with her 
daughter has been guided by 
the unhappy experiences of her 
own childhood. She is still 
haunted by being separated 
from her own mother at birth. 
“T was taken away from her 
and put in a box for nine 
months and they were told | 
would die.” She spent a lot of 
time in hospital, barely seeing 
her sister because children 
weren’t allowed to visit. 

Unsurprisingly, Micheline 
and Lucy became inseparable. 
“She needed me and I was all 
she had. I felt my parents 
didn’t fight for me enough; 
they allowed me to be put in a 
box. I’m sure they didn’t think 
it was the right thing to do but 
they didn’t fight. They were 


We two are one 


Relationships (7): Micheline Mason is Lucy's mother, and both are 
disabled. Micheline spoke to Alison Rowat about their life together. 


wimpish. I wasn’t going to be 
a wimp.” When two fractures 
eventually forced Lucy into 
hospital when she was four, 
Micheline was by her side. 
When it came to schools, 
history was again denied the 
chance to repeat itself. 
Micheline went to a segregated 


“I feel we’re forging 
new territory and 
that’s frightening 
and exciting at the 
same time.” 


boarding school so she fought 
for and won a place for Lucy 
at a local mainstream school. 
Sitting in their home in 
Tooting, London, Micheline 
laughs when asked to describe 
her daughter. “Life is a big 
adventure to her. She’s always 
looking for the next thing.” 
And what does Lucy think 
of Micheline? “She thinks ’m 
the most wonderful person 
when I’m not telling her off,” 
she laughs. “We’re friends. We 
fight all the time. She likes to 
be in control and that’s what 
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MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH 


“The Best Way to Buy or Sell Your Vehicle” 


One phone call to MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH will provide you with 
details of vehicles meeting your specific requirements and put you in direct 


contact with the owners FREE, OF CHARGE. 


We have a large selection of privately owned vehicles listed at bargain prices 
on our database i.e. mini buses, adapted saloons, hatchbacks, estates, 
batricars, scooters, wheelchairs etc... For a single inexpensive fee we will 
advertise your vehicle nationwide UNTIL SOLD! 


CALL MOBILITY VEHICLE SEARCH now 
081 207 0405 


Mon-Fri 10am-8pm. Sat & Sun 10am-2pm 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO: Mobility Vehicle Search, 
Freepost 474, Borehamwood, Hertfordshire WD6 aFP 


That's my mum: Micheline and Lucy, 7, get stuck into a good book after school. 


we fight about. And she wears 
me out. She likes to be with 
me all the time, chatting and 
playing pretend games.” 

While Lucy is out at school, 
Micheline stays busy at home. 
As well as her disability 
awareness consultancy she has 
written a book, Nothing 
Special, and is involved with 
Integration Alliance fighting to 
get disabled children integrated 
into mainstream education. 

But there is always time for 
Lucy. “Because I came to 
parenthood from a position 
where I thought it would 
never happen, it felt such a 
gift. It will be over in a flash. 
She’s seven already. In another 
couple of years she might not 
want to sit on the sofa with 
me. She’ll have her own life.” 

Her attitude to her work has 
changed too: “Before I had 
Lucy I felt I was fighting 
against oppression. Since I had 
her I’ve decided to end it.” 

Micheline thinks she has 
been luckier than most in 
experiencing little open 
prejudice. “Lucy and I are 
quite assertive. We either 
sweep people along with us or 
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they go away.” 

As a single parent who is 
also disabled, juggling 
commitments is an everyday 
chore. “Everything takes a 
massive amount of organising. 
Lucy and I aren’t independent 
once we’re out of the house. I 
can’t get her out of the car on 
my own, for example.” Lucy 
has an electric chair and 
Micheline is to get one soon. 
It will make a big difference: 
“At the moment I can’t keep 
up with her”, she laughs. 
They're off to Devon on 
holiday soon with friends. 


Lucy's world has always 
been integrated. They both 
have disabled and non- 
disabled friends, and her 
father is blind. At first, Lucy 
was nervous around her father 
and got angry because he 
couldn’t read to her or see her 
drawings. He, in turn, was 
nervous about picking her up. 
Now, says Micheline, they’re 
much more comfortable with 
each other. 

Micheline has watched 
Lucy become aware of her 
own disability. “She used to 
say things like ‘I hate it that I 
can’t walk’. She talked about 
her disability, her anger and 
the limitations. I thought ‘oh 
God, I’ve done it all wrong.’ 
But I never did that when I 
was five. I always said ‘?m 
fine, I don’t mind.’ Maybe the 
reason she could say those 
things is that she knows it’s all 
right, it’s safe for her to look 
at the limits on her life 
without worrying about other 
people’s reactions.” 

Being a disabled parent of a 
disabled child has had its 
advantages: “I knew enough 
about disability to know it 
itself wasn’t the problem. 
When Lucy grows up I don’t 
think she will have any limits 
on what she can do because 
she’s had me as her mum and 
she’s met many other disabled 
people. She will know the 
world is not an easy place, but 
that doesn’t mean she will 
necessarily have a harder life 
than anyone else. 

“Having Lucy has been the 
best thing that has ever 
happened to me, but it has 
also been the most difficult as 
well. I feel we’re forging new 
territory and that’s frightening 
and exciting at the same 
time.” 
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VIDEO 
Perera sore 


The Field 


Jim Sheridan’s first feature, 
My Left Foot, told of irascible 
Irish writer Christy Brown and 
is arguably the best biography 
dealing with disability ever 
made. 

His second film, The Field, 
is still based in Ireland, around 
1939, but for the most part has 
little connection with the 
subject matter of its 
predecessor. 

An elderly and stubborn 
farmer, The Bull (Richard 
Harris), works a rented field 
owned by the village widow. 
One day, she decides to sell off 
the land. A visiting American 
(Tom Berenger) out-bids The 


Bull. The two men, both 
determined to possess the land, 
lock horns in a confrontation 


A word in your ear: Bird O'Donnell (John Hurt) whispers with The Bull (Richard Harris). 


which grows bitter, as it 
becomes clear The Bull will 
stop at nothing to hold onto 


the rich, green pasture. The 
ending sees The Bull in a 
Canute-like pose trying to defy 


the waves of fate. 

The story, though 
straightforward, is one of 
universal scope because it is 
the tragedy of a great man who 
is provoked and foolishly 
destroys everything that is dear 
to him. 

Harris plays The Bull like a 
latter-day, downmarket King 
Lear. He deservedly won an 
Oscar nomination for his 
performance - reason enough 
to recommend this one. 

However, John Hurt pops 
up as Bird O’Donnell, a 
character with learning 
difficulties (shades of John 
Mills in Ryan’s Daughter) and 
leaves a distinctly bad taste in 
the mouth. 

He is portrayed as low, 
laughable and duplicitous - 
only reinforcing the often 
negative, harmful use of 
disability as a metaphor. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


BOOKS 


Gridlock 
by Ben Elton 
(MacDonald, £9.95) 


Geoffrey Pearson is a brilliant 
scientist who invents an engine 
which runs on hydrogen, thus 
threatening to ruin the oil 
industry and throw the world 
economy into confusion. 
Meanwhile, the Department 
of Transport is planning to 
turn Britain into one massive 
road system in an attempt to 
avoid the dreaded “Gridlock”: 
a massive impenetrable traffic 
jam, which threatens to bring 


London to a grinding halt. 

Geoffrey is a spastic. Yes, I 
know I shouldn’t use that 
word, but Geoffrey, as Ben 
Elton explains, prefers it to the 
alternative, which is, 
apparently, “CP sufferer”. If 
that was the only alternative 
on offer, I think I'd prefer to 
be a spastic too! 

Anyway, Geoffrey’s engine 
design is stolen and the rest of 
the book is a madcap 
adventure in which the mad 
scientist, his beautiful 
paraplegic girlfriend, Deborah, 
and her cool dude, traffic- 
warden lodger take on the 
ruthless head of Global 
Motors, an American car giant. 

Murder, mayhem, political 
intrigue and hilarity ensue, as 


Wise guy: Ben Elton 


the forces of environmental 
good take on the motor 
industry, the road lobby, the 
Department of Transport and 
anyone else who happens to be 
around at the time, in this 
fast-moving novel. 

Ben Elton manages to be 
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THE R6VER MOBILITY 
SCHEME MAKES A METRO 


MORE ACCESSIBLE. 


The new Metro is nippy on the open road, easy to 
manoeuvre and park. And disabled drivers can get up to 


15% off the list price through the Rover Mobility Scheme, 


from a dealer:specially trained to advise and help. 


The scheme is open to anyone with a Mobility Allowance, 
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Current trike owners 
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further details, please 
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extremely funny, and make lot 
of serious points at the same 
time. His views on disability I 
could take issue with at times. 
There are certain points in the 
book, for instance, where 
Geoffrey is in danger of 
becoming the stereotypical 
“brave spastic” and it becomes 
obvious that the writer is able- 
bodied. 

But on the whole disability 
gets a good airing, and at least 
no-one can argue that Geoffrey 
and Deborah are passive 
characters. 

Marvellously entertaining, 
and serious too, in the way 
only Ben Elton can be. I 
recommend this novel to 
anyone who enjoys books 
which leave them exhausted. 
And Id love to have a go with 
some of the fiendish weapons 
which Geoffrey fits to 


Deborah’s wheelchair to 
protect her from the baddies. 
Glynn Vernon 


Book news 


Seeing Voices, Oliver Sachs’ 
exploration of Sign and 
deaf culture, (DN, April 
1990), is now out in 
paperback. Picador, £3.99. 

Who Cares about Elderly 
People? is another in the 
Who Cares? series from 
Child's Play International 
Limited. (DN, March). 
£3.95 hb, £1.95 pb. 

Daughters who Care and 
Images of Disability on TV 
are two of the titles in 
Routledge's new Health 
and Social Welfare 
catalogue. For a copy 
contact Chris Robertson, 
tel: 071-583 9855. 


Leisure Disability Grants 


Any ideas on how to involve more disabled people 
in leisure activities? If you have, we might pay for 


them! 


Hackney Leisure is giving away small grants to 
groups of people with mental and physical 
disabilities who want to participate in leisure 
activities and develop their own projects. 


We have only £10,000 to spend but part of that 
money could help fund your group if it is based in 
Hackney (sorry - individuals do not qualify for this 
grant). Priority will be given to projects involving 


Black and ethnic minority people, women, 
lesbians and gay men, and young people. 


The closing date for applications is Friday 30 
August, 1991. To get an application form contact: 


Sandra Davidson 
Shoreditch Town Hall 
380 Old Street 
London EC1V 9LT 


Telephone: 071 739 7600 x2264 


Details are also available on tape and 
applications may be made on tape. 
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SCULPTURE 


Adam Reynolds’ recent 
sculpture is not difficult to 
understand. While his From 
the Alchemist's Library 
exhibition two years ago (DN, 
December 1989), consisted of 
pieces that hinted at an 
alchemic or magical creation, 
the general atmosphere of Dig 
is very “down to earth”. 

Reynolds has excavated 
shards, nails, broken buried 
pottery and glass and placed 
them in the present. The 
gallery rather resembles a 
museum, containing exactly 
that balance between 
something that fascinates for 
its inherent attractiveness as 
well as for what it may mean 
historically. 

Reynolds follows a strong 
sculpture tradition by using 
objects that he has found 
instead of starting something 
new from scratch. After a 
move from London to the 
country he found a 


VIDEO 


Here's DN film critic Andy 
Kimpton-Nye with his 
rundown of the top five 
videos* available at your 
local video shop. 


1. ARACHNOPHOBIA 
(Hollywood Pictures) A 
lethal spider is transported 
from Venezuela to the USA. 
Mayhem ensues when it 
mates with the indigenous 
population. 


2. GHOST (CIC). Comedy- 
romance-thriller with 
murdered Patrick Swayze 
liaising with girlfriend Demi 
Moore via a kooky medium. 


3. FLATLINERS 
(RCA/Columbia). Clever, 
scary tale of medical 
students playing with near- 
death experience. 


4. GOODFELLAS. 
(Warner) The ultimate 
mobster movie of life in 
“The Family” from true 
account of ex-mafia man 


Henry Hill. 


% Le HO 1 SPO Ts 
(RCA/Columbia). Lust, 
loathing and corruption set 
in the shimmering heat of 
small Texas, not so much a 
modern “film noir”, more a 
“film soleil.” 


* Chart courtesy of The Video 
Palace. 


tremendous amount of visual 
information in a trench beside 
the barn. He collected, 
separated out and stored the 
layers upon layers of domestic 
and agricultural detail that had 
peppered the earth. Shards of 
broken blue blotchy glass were 


Look out for 


Organ concert by visually 
impaired musician David 
Liddle. 11 August, 3pm. 
Alexandra Palace, London. Tel 
081-365 2121. 


Video makers club is on 


RISA AD: 


ADAM REYNOLDS 


collected only to be 
reassembled later in a delicate 
sculpture. Buckles and keys, 
now encrusted with the 
gnarling effect of far-gone rust, 
have been placed in half 
box/half frame and put like 
earthly shrines upon the wall. 


Thursday evenings. Experience 
preferred but not essential. 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
Action for Disability, London. 
Tel: 071-603 7481. 


Travelling gallery featuring 
work of visually impaired 
photographer Dosh McClure 


BLENHEIM HOUSE 
RESIDENTIAL FLATS 


Comprising of six self contained flats and three bedsits made up of 
single or shared accommodation with 15 places in all. They are 
aimed at giving disabled people the chance of independent living 
with the benefit of support services. These include 24 hour care 
staff, domestic services, laundry services and catering if required. 


However, each flat has a fully fitted kitchen with cooking and 
laundry facilities to enable each resident to cater for their own 
needs. There is also a sophisticated alarm system to allow 
residents to call staff members at any time. — 


Our principle aim is to provide a homely atmosphere conducive to 
promoting individual development and independence. 


For further information please contact Miss G Clarke on (0427) 


Blenheim House, Hemswell Cliff, Gainsborough, Lincs, DN21 5TJ. 


Natural elements, like chalk 
sponges, become the same kind 
of thing as flat headed nails 
which were made by man 
hundreds of years ago. Line 
upon line of these are placed 
against text book linings that 
remind you of the local school, 
in display cabinets which 
remind you of the local 
museum. 

But for all this, the show 
does not give over an 
atmosphere of wistful 
nostalgia. Adam Reynolds is 
performing a special function; 
it is as if a film is being shown 
in reverse where the 
dynamited chimney comes 
back up, bones are placed 
together, and pottery tiles 
surface to see the light. 

Despite hints at research 
and science, this is an art 
exhibition and the artist can do 
what he or she wants. “Rock 
and Rock” consists of an old 
fashioned record player with 
its turntable encrusted with 
rocks, while “Tools of the 
Trade” is simply a spade hung 
high on the wall. 

Natural, old, relatively new 
and man-made elements are 
arranged to suggest that things 
we never thought beautiful can 
become treasure when dug out 
of the ground - and valuable 
when they are turned into 


sculpture. 
Sacha Craddock 


and sculptures. Around 
Scotland from 1 August-28 
September. Tel: 031-226 6051 


Signed perfomances of The 
Mysteries. 12 August, 
7.30pm, 15 August, 2.30pm. 
Aylesford Priory, outside 
Maidstone. Tel: (0622) 


When 
reconstructing 
the facts of a 
real 
disappearance, 
Crimewatch 
UK (BBCI, 13 
June) could 
have included emotive value 
judgements in its report about 
missing person Jo Ramsden. 
To its credit, it didn’t. 

Apart from mentioning that 
Jo had Down’s Syndrome, 
there was no pathos and no 
demeaning mention of “a 
mental age”. Instead, we were 
given a positive portrayal of a 
pleasant, happy young person. 
It was exemplary material. 

Just as good, but in a very 
different way, was the episode 
“A Word in Edgewise” (A 
Different World, C4, 10 
July). Featuring several 
members of the National 
Theatre of the Deaf 
(including, you’d better believe 
it, a black deaf rapper), the 
disability element entered 
easily into the storyline 
without any excess 
sentimentality. These days, 
American television is years 
ahead. 

“A Song for Christine” 
(Open Space, BBC 2, 17 
June) was necessarily medical 
in demystifying sickle cell 
anaemia. Nevertheless, I 
wonder whether this kind of 
explanation deters people as 
much as it converts them. 

I hope this excellent 
programme went some way 
towards ridding this condition 
of the stigma with which it is 
often burdened. 

In the past, Desmond 
Wilcox’s series The Visit, 
while striving to be positive, 
has only succeeded in dwelling 
on the negative. 

This was still the case in 
“The Fight for Alexander” 
(BBC1, 3 July) and “Children 
of Silence” (BBC1, 10 July), 
but, encouragingly, to a much 
lesser extent. 

The films began with the 
parents' attitudes towards 
disability, but in both cases 
these attitudes were seen to 
change. I confess to being 
pleasantly surprised at the 
outcome of the films. 

It remains a shame that 
Wilcox felt obliged to 
emphasise at the start the 
“tragedy” of brain damage and 
the “desolation” of deafness. 

Like husband, like wife. 
Esther Rantzen was defiantly 
dismissive of disabled people’s 
opposition to Children in 
Need when she was asked for 
more “children of courage” on 
Wogan (BBC 1, 8 July). I 
suppose it’s too much to 
expect Terry to listen to an 
alternative perspective? 

Still on the subject of tv 
fund-raising, ITV's Telethon 
is scheduled for 2 or 3 May 
next year. You've been warned. 

Chris Davies 
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with Margaret Morgan 


Share Your Problems 
yi aneet nog 


Ending on a 
high note: a 
problem solved 


This is the last time that I 
shall be writing this column as 
I have decided to retire 
(again!). Ann Darnborough, 
whom I have known for many 
years, will take over next 
month. As I leave, I am 
especially pleased to report 
such a positive outcome to a 
problem raised five years ago. 

In August 1986, writing on 
continuous pain, I quoted from 
Jackie Keirs’ book A Change of 
Rhythm. Jackie was a teacher 
and dancer who was severely 
head injured in a car accident. 
She was left with a number of 
problems, including thalamic 
pain, “a rare syndrome 
characterised by attacks of 
‘spontaneous’ or central pain 
of a severe, agonising nature.” 

Over the next ten years she 
visited pain clinics, tried a 
great variety of drugs and 
many different alternative 
therapies. By autumn 1990 she 
was at her lowest ebb, feeling 
extremely weak and suicidal. A 
few weeks ago I received this 
letter from Jackie: 


“I am sure you will be 
pleased to know that after 
more than ten years of 
chronic pain I have found a 
way of healing, Shiatsu, 
that has enabled me to 
come off all my pain- 
killing drugs, anxiety 
relievers and sleeping pills 
in less than a month, and 
with no adverse effects. I 
am a new person - even my 
friends have difficulty 
recognising me. On 4 July I 
am to get the Health 
Achiever of the Year award 
at the Health Show at 
Olympia.” 


I joined Jackie at Olympia and 
was delighted to see the 
improvement in her. IJ talked 
to her Shiatsu practitioner, 
Sally Billings, and experienced 


the relaxing effects of Shiatsu 
myself. 

Sally explained: “Shiatsu is 
a fast growing Japanese 
therapy which literally 
translated means ‘finger 
pressure’. It combines 
traditional oriental medical 
theory with the warmth of 
caring hands working on the 
body. Sometimes known as 
Acupressure, Shiatsu taps into 
the body’s energetic flows to 
unblock tension and strengthen 
weakness. Treatment usually 
leaves a feeling of calmness 
and wellbeing, of being more 
in touch with one’s body and 
Self. 

“Unlike many natural 
therapies it has the added 
benefit of being easily learnt, 
at a basic level, for helping 
oneself as well as family and 
friends. No special equipment 
is needed either. Practitioners 
registered with the Shiatsu 
Society offer professional 
treatment throughout Britain.” 

Jackie and Sally have 
prepared an updating insert for 
A Change of Rhythm. It says: 


“Sally laid me on a 
mattress and gave me a 
very quiet, healing 
treatment. Kneeling beside 
me she held me very 
gently. My memory was of 
an envigorating human 
warmth. Paradoxically, I 
grew very cold and had to 
be wrapped in blankets. 

“That evening, however, I 
began to feel different. I 
drove a short way and 
instead of my hands falling 
off the wheel as they had 
been doing I felt stronger 
and more relaxed. I had no 
pain in my head. 

“... maybe one of the 
nicest things about Shiatsu 
is that I derive so much 
pleasure from the sessions 
themselves. Lying very 


ATTENTION USERS OF 
ENVIRONMENT CONTROL 
SYSTEMS WITH LINKED 
TELEPHONES 


If you have had any problems with 
telephone units, please contact 


Phil Ford at:- 
FERNTECH SYSTEMS LIMITED 
Unit 106 Century Buildings 
Tower Street 
Liverpool L3 4BJ 


Tel: 051 708 0405 


still on the floor, I close my 
eyes so that I can really 
experience the sensations in 
my body as Sally treats me. 
Never predictable, vivid, 
often painful in its 
intensity, Shiatsu has the 
improvisatory quality and 
use of the body reminiscent 
of the kind of dance I like 
best.” 


And from Sally: 


“Overriding all the work 
that I did with Jackie was 
my determination to also 
work with her development 
and encourage her to 
become a more whole 
person. This I approached 
both by the way that I 
worked on her body but 
also by encouraging her to 
make changes in her life. 

“One of the things Jackie 
found difficult, and 
understandably so, was to 
rest and be still ... I was 
determined that Jackie 
must learn how to find the 
stillness inside herself and 
make contact with her own 
innate healing power. If 
you have read Jackie’s book 
you will understand how 
difficult this was because 
she is such a determined 
person and indeed this was 
what had seen her through 
those terrible years after 
the accident. 

“However, I felt that she 
had never been given, or 
given herself, the time to 
‘heal’ and this could not 
happen until she learnt how 
to be still and yield to life. 

“Eventually, Jackie began 
to appreciate the value of 
the nourishing quality of 
these times of stillness as 
real opportunities for self 
healing.” . 


An increasing number of 
people with disabilities are 
experiencing relief from 
symptoms and enhanced well- 
being through complementary 
and alternative therapies like 
reflexology, acupuncture, 
aromatherapy, herbal treatment 
and massage. What suits you 
probably depends a great deal 
on personal needs and the 
quality of your relationship 
with the practitioner. Please 
write to Ann Darnborough if 
you would like to share your 
experiences with other readers. 
My best wishes to Ann and 
to everyone with whom I have 
been in contact during the past 
eight and a half years. Good 
health and good fortune to all 
of you and do keep in touch. 


A Change of Rhythm, from 
Headway, tel: (0602) 241800. 
£2.50 inc. new insert and 
postage. The Shiatsu Society, 
tel: (0737) 767896 


On behalf of DN readers, I 
want to thank Margaret 
Morgan for being such a 
successful "agony aunt" over 
the last eight years. What 
would many of us have done 
without her? Editor. 


PROFILE 
RAN 


Vera Hunt 


When Vera Hunt, 58, stepped 
outside the doors of St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London in June, 
she had become the first deaf 
woman deacon in the Church 
of England. 

The service was signed, and 
300 deaf people came from 
around the country to support 
her. “I was very moved when I 
saw the doors open to admit 
me to the ceremony. I felt I 
was doing something that God 
had called me to. And then 
when the doors opened at the 
end I was being sent out into 
the wide world again.” 

Vera’s sense of purpose 
started 15 years ago when she 
was secretary of the Hayes 
Crown Centre, a club for deaf 
people in Uxbridge. 

“There were so many deaf 
people but there was no 
church.”. She encouraged 
people to go along to a local 
church, St Margaret’s in 
Uxbridge. Demand was high - 
the deaf congregation grew 
from eight to 150. 

At first she was 
apprehensive about going any 
further, but local priests 
encouraged her to take a lay 
reader’s course. She took 
ordination classes at Salisbury 
Wells Theological College, and 
went through the same 
selection procedure as hearing 
people, with an interpreter. 

It was very important for 
her to do this, because she 
wanted to help both deaf and 
hearing people. 

Vera Hunt’s determination 
is borne of early experience of 
segregation. When she was 
young she would go to church 
and stand alone. “Nobody 


helped me. I just used to read 
through hymn books.” 

Now she is trying to get 
deaf people integrated into the 
life of the church. “For too 
long the deaf church has been 
in isolation. The time has 
come when deaf people can go 
into a hearing church and read 
the lesson, with someone to 
interpret to the hearing 
congregation.” 

She once asked God to heal 
her, but now she’s learned to 
see her disability differently. 
“It was a selfish prayer. I 
stopped it because I felt that 
my deafness is probably what 
God plans for me. God has 
given me a really big gift. Deaf 
people can come to me for 
advice and help knowing I am 
like them. I can understand 
and communicate.” 

Vera Hunt wants people to 
appreciate the beauty and 
accuracy of hymns in sign 
language, because it can teach 
them to worship properly. For 
example, a deaf person might 
sign the words “fear God” as 
“worship God” which, says 
Vera, would be more correct in 
some hymns. 

She doesn't think the bible's 
emphasis on physical healing 


‘ gives a negative picture of 


disability as something that 
must be cured. “You can look 
at those stories in different 
ways. It is not about opening 
eyes but about opening minds 
to the word of God.” 

She has never met prejudice 
within the church because of 
her deafness, but has 
experienced being put to one 
side because she is a woman. 
For her, the two fights 
inspired each other. 

Eventually, she would like to 
become an ordained minister. 

Vera and her carpenter 
husband Leon have two 
children, Carol and Clive, both 
born on Christmas Day 1955, 
and three grandchildren. As 
well as being a deacon, she is 
an honorary chaplain with the 
Royal Association in Aid of the 
Deaf (RAAD), and hopes to 
work for them three days a 
week if money can be found. 

Chris College, who works 
with Vera at RAAD said: “She 
is able to touch people’s lives 
in ways other people cannot 
understand. She has great 
sensitivity and understanding.” 

Rebecca Reynolds 


A UNIQUE SERVICE 
Lin Berwick, DA's tele- 
phone counsellor, has 
personal experience of 
disability (she is blind 
and has cerebral plasy), 
and she is a qualified 
counsellor and a 
Methodist local preacher. 
Lin is someone to turn to 
if you need urgent help, 
particularly on personal 
or spiritual matters. 

Talk to her on Monday 
afternoons, 1pm-5pm and 
Thursdays 6pm-10pm. 

Tel: (04024) 77582. 


CAN YOU HELP? 
The future of DN's talking 
newspaper is at stake. 
Where can we find £3,000 
a year to keep it going? 
Ideas, please, to the Editor. 


Renew your 
subscription in 
seconds! 

You can now renew your 


DN _ subscription — by 
Access or Visa over the 
phone. Please call Gayle 
Mooney or Karen King 
on 071-383 4575. 
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days 


Wondering if 
we'll have a 
summer this 
year, I find 
myself looking PF 
back with : 
nostalgia to 
those scorching 
days of 1990 - and the meals. 

Visiting friends for lunch 
one hot and sticky day (with 
my husband doing all the 
driving while I lay reclined, in 
the passenger seat), we were 
mightily relieved to know that 
salad was on the menu. 

In the dining room we were 
all chattering away, catching 
up on gossip. The table was 
prettily set and the lush salad 
looked deliciously inviting: 

Eventually we settled down 
and turned our attention to 
eating. Knives and forks were 
poised, when our friend 
announced: “Excuse the 
greenfly everyone.” The 
succulent lettuce was home 
grown and the very devil to 
wash. Sure enough, on closer 
inspection it looked “lively”. 

Strange how one can 
suddenly lose one’s appetite. 
Neighbouring guests 
surreptitiously lifted eyes to 
see what others were doing. 
We all had the same problem. 
How could you be seen to 
attack the meal with relish, yet 
at the same time swallow down 
the rising panic of dealing with 
an army of aphids? 

The hosts seemed oblivious 
to our dilemma and carried on 
munching and chatting. 

If you cut up lettuce into 
tiny bits it looks a lot less. So 
most of us did that, and quite 
happily ate the rest. 

Far from thinking the 
greenfly funny, we all felt 
rather guilty at our 
squeamishness: we were 
turning up our noses at home 
grown produce. Also, we 
appreciated the time and effort 
involved in entertaining. 

But since then, whenever 
I’m preparing greens of any 
sort, I have had almost a 
phobia about getting them 
clean. Long after the cabbage, 
cauliflower or calabrese is bug- 
free, I'm giving them one more 
rinse - just in case. 

Recently, whilst negotiating 
some particularly curly 
cauliflower florets, I 
remembered the greenfly 
episode and shuddered. At 
least this was all right, I 
smugly assured myself. 

I lovingly spooned out the 
steaming creamy white pieces. 
There must be something 
about microwave cooking that 
makes certain things swell. For 
there, winking at me, was an 
enormous, plump, green 


caterpillar. 
Barbara Buist 


Hello, hello ...It's 
British Telecom's 
“Beattie”, aka 
actress Maureen Lip- 
man, trying out the 
free benefits enquiry 
line for disabled peo- 
ple, their families or 
Carers. 

The new line, run 
by the the Depart- 
ment of Social Secu- 
rity, went live in 
June. 

As well as giving 
advice on which ben- 
efits are available 
and how to claim 
them, the operators 
can fill in claim 
forms which are then 


Create-a-caption-time 


sent to you for 
checking (including 
forms in Braille and 
large print). 

But .... what else 
could Beattie be say- 
ing? And what about 
the chap peeking 
over her shoulder? 
Who is he and why 
does he want to use 
the phone? 

Answers please by 
15 August, address 
page 2. 


Benefits enquiry line, 
tel: 0800 882200, 

9 am-4.30pm, Mon- 
day to Friday. Mini- 
com available. 


...NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ... NEWS QUIZ ... 
3 Why did Liberal MP Simon 


1 Which city waited in vain 
for its rubbish to be collected? 
2 Who captained the England 
cricket team to their first home 
victory against the West Indies 
since 1969? 


Hughes cause a royal fuss? 


4 Which gallery opened a new 


wing in Trafalgar Square? 
5 How old was comedian 
Eddie Large in June? 


Answers page 27 
6 Which disability benefit 


came under threat? 

7 Which ex-prime ministers 
clashed over Europe? 

8 Which country abolished its 
last racist law? 


9 In which country did a 
volcano erupt? 

10 Which event aimed to raise 
money for a movement 
laboratory for children with 
cerebral palsy in London? 


DN's crossword 


Answers page 27 


ACROSS 
1 Corrosive or sarcastic (7) 
5 Take a chance (4) 
7 Help to recover (12) 
8 Join, perhaps the army? (5) 
10 — wave (5) 
11 Goes with lock and stock 
(6) 
12 Six balls (4) 
14 Bitter fruit (5) 
17 New York street (6) 
19 Find or draw (5) 
20 Bull (2) 
22 You might roast on it (4) 
23 Sea plant (anag.) 
24 Tin (3) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


DOWN 


1 Item of underwear (6) 

2 Shows you to your seat (5) 

3 LP by Mike Oldfield (7,5) 

4 Shout (4) 

5 Shopkeeper (8) 

6 Russian parliament (7) 

9 The Queen awarded some 
of these in June (3) 

10 Long distance typed 
message (5) 

13 Practical (6) 

15 Short sighted (6) 

16 Short bit of wood (5) 

18 Female (5) 

21 Knock out (4) 


July caption winner 

A crisp fiver is going off 
to PL Court of 
Eastbourne for “Maggie 
left it behind, but it looks 
better on him I think.” 


INDEPENDENCE 
at the touch of a button Zy. 


with the THERAPOSTURE Nx Gox 


Ze) 
Fully Automatic N& 
\ 


Adjustable <X ) 
» 


‘um! 


Bed. 


Free Home 
Demonstration J 


VARIABLE 
HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) ‘ 
& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 
SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS CET IN AND 
HEAD-UP- OUT EASILY 
SUPPLIERS TO DHSS 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 


Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 
THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT 


emus es ee ee ee | 
Please tick [BEDS [CHAIRS pns;91 


AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 
FOR COMPLETE REST 
OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. 


Tel: 
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WHAT’S ON 
SS 


Making Waves in Broadcasting, a women’s summer school. 5- 
10 August at the London Women’s Centre, 4 Wild Court, London 
WC2B SAU. Prices on a sliding scale. For more details contact 
Harriet Wistrich, tel: 071-430 1076. 


Hartlepool Show features mobility and disability. 17-18 August at 
Grayfields, Jesmond Road, Hartlepool. Further information from 
Mr Nevin, Disablement/Special Projects Officer, Hartlepool Bor- 
ough Council, tel: (0429) 266522. 


Glastonbury Children’s Festival. 3-26 August at the Abbey 
Park Playground, Glastonbury, Somerset. (Also in Brighton 16-19 
August). £3 per day. More details from Arabella Churchill, tel: 


(0458) 32925. 


Camping Weekend for families with a disabled member. 23-27 
August in Shropshire. Indoor accommodation also available. £4 
per night for each tent or caravan or £5.50 per person for indoor 
accommodation. More details from Camping for the Disabled, tel: 
(0743) 761889. 


Meeting of the European Academy of Childhood Disability. 
5-7 September at UMIST in Manchester. £105, concessions £75. 
For further information contact Olivia Plunkett, MEIU, The Spas- 
tics Sociey, Wolfson Centre, Meclenburgh Square, London WCIN 
2Ap, tel: 071-833 2017. 


Bowls Workshop at Sheffield City Polytechnic, 6-8 September. 
For prices and more details contact Cerebral Palsy Sport, Sycamore 
Sports Centre, Hungerhill Road, St. Ann’s, Nottingham NG3 
4NB, tel: (0602) 692314. 


The Disabled Living Centres Council Annual Conference, 11 
September at the Loughborough University of Technology. Prices 
on a sliding scale. For more information send a stamped addressed 
envelope to Tony Travis, DLCC Office; 380/4 Harrow Road, 
London W9 2HU. 


Wheelchair Provision in the 1990s, a one day conference. 12 
September at the Copthorne Tara Hotel, London W8. £60, con- 
cessions £40. More details from The Events Unit, Chartered Soci- 
ety of Physiotherapy, 14 Bedford Row, London WCIR 4ED, tel: 
071-242 1941. 


Rarin’ To Go, an arts festival for over 50s. 23-27 September at 
The Arches Theatre, Midland Street Glasgow, G1. Free. For fur- 
ther information contact: Helen Kyle, Rarin’ To Go Festival Unit, 
Ground Floor/Right, 13 Kennedar Drive,Glasgow G51, tel: 041- 
440 2050. 


A change for 


the better! 


Next time you're travelling across London and need to get from 
one Main Line terminal to another, try Carelink. It’s an hourly 
door-to-door bus service between stations with cheerful little red 
and yellow buses. They’re wheelchair-accessible and they’ve got 
friendly patient drivers. 


Carelink is especially for people who find ordinary buses or the 
Underground difficult to manage (you might be carrying luggage for 
example). And at Victoria and Euston Carelink becomes an air link, 
meeting up with the frequent Airbus services to and from 
Heathrow. These buses, too, are now wheelchair accessible. 


For more information about these and other 
special facilities on London’s buses, 
Underground and Docklands Light Railway, call 
London Transport’s Unit for Disabled 
Passengers on 071-222 5600. Or write to the 
Unit at 55 Broadway, London SW1H OBD._ 0ns/91 
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LOOK, a nationwide federa- 


tion of families of visually 
impaired children, was 
launched in May. It aims to 
improve provision for visually 
impaired childrens’ education 
and welfare. Contact Gareth 
Bowen, 43  Bettws-y-Coed 
Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff CF2 
6PJ, tel: (0222) 752006. 


Which? consumer reports are 
now available on tape for peo- 
ple who cannot read type or 


‘handle printed materials. £10 


per year (plus £3.84 p&p if 
applicable). Tel: (0435) 865422. 


Motoring and Mobility for 
Disabled People 1991 costs 
£4.50 (inc. p&p) from 
RADAR, 25 Mortimer Street, 
London WIN 8AB. 


MOVES 


Ann Pointon 
is now the co- 
ordinator on 
deaf and dis- 
ability issues at 
2 =| Channel 4, 
Robert Meadowcroft is the 
new assistant director of voca- 
tional services at the RNIB. 
Sheila Williams is the new 
adviser for people with cerebral 
palsy for The Scottish Council 
for Spastics at Westerlea 
School in Edinburgh. Angela 
Teesdale is now the carer’s 
support development officer 
for mental health in Knowsley. 


WANTED 


I AMA DISABLED STUDENT who 
is looking at disabled people’s own expe- 
rience of education, work (both paid and 
voluntary) and sporting activities and the 
areas in which disabled people feel they 
are discriminated against. I am looking 
for people who would be willing to fill in 
questionnaires. All information given 
would be kept totally confidential. If you 
would be willing to help please write, 
giving name and address to: Brenda 
Joyce, St Catherine’s College, Oxford 
University, Oxford, OX1 3UJ or tele- 
phone (0865) 271769 anytime. 


COUNCIL EXCHANGE. 2 bedroom 
bungalow adapted for wheelchair user in 
rural Norfolk village of Worstead. Near- 
est towns Northwalsham, Wroxham, 
Stalham - 10 minutes by car. Exchange 
for 2 bed bungalow suitable for 
wheelchair user in either Aylesbury or 
Chelmsford area. Private garden pre- 
ferred. Contact Sue (0692) 536965 or 
Gary 071-625 5518. 


UNWIN QUICKLIFT, floor tracking 
and wheelchair clamps, also vehicle tail- 
gate lift for transit sized van. Would con- 
sider ready converted minibus. Tel: 
(0656) 871006 (Bridgend, S. Wales). 


The deadline for placing and 
cancelling advertisements for 


the September issue is 16 
August. 


JUNIOR S/ 
SECRETARY / 
RECEPTIONIST 


35WPM TYPING 

GOOD PROMOTION PROSPECTS 
COMPANY BASED IN NORTH 
LONDON 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT TRUDI 
SCRIVENER ON 081 348 8141. 


EXCEL 


Islington Disablement 
Association 
is seeking two 
workers to fill the 
following posts: 


INFORMATION WORKER 


To maintain IDA’s manual and computerised Information systems and to 
produce publicity material and Newsletters. We are looking for a person with 
a disability to fill this post. 


ADVICE AND RIGHTS WORKER (Job share) 


To help run an Advice and Advocacy service for local people with disabilities. 
Must have experience of welfare benefits work. This post is for 17 and a 
half hours per week Job shared with another worker. 


ISLINGTON 
DISABLEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 


IDA is an organisation controlled by Disabled People and premises have full 
disability access. We are an equal opportunities employer, and particularly 
wish to encourage applications from disabled people. 


Salary for both posts: L.A. Scale 6 - £14,718 pro rata, 
inc. London weighting, inflation award for 1991 pending. 


For application forms and details contact IDA, 91 Upper Street, 
London Ni ONP, phone (071) 226 0137. 


CLOSING DATE AUGUST 26th. 


— a LEEDS 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 


DISABILITY EQUALITY OFFICER 
PO3 Salary £18,291 - £19,395 
Equal Opportunities Unit 


This post is located in the Disability Section of the Equal Opportunities Unit. The postholder will 
manage a small team and assist departments of the City Council to develop and implement 
policies and procedures that make their employment practices and the services they provide 
more responsive to disabled people’s needs. 

Applicants need to have:- 

- Experience of developing and implementing Equal Opportunities policies for disabled people. 

- In depth understanding of disabled people’s issues in Local Government. 


- The ability to manage and motivate others. 


DISABLED PEOPLE ONLY NEED APPLY 


DISABILITY COMMUNITY OFFICER 


(2 POSTS) SO1 Salary £14,160 - £15,102 
Equal Opportunities Unit 


These posts are located in the Disability Section of the Equal Opportunities Unit. Postholders 
will facilitate the development of disabled people's groups in the community, support disabled 
people to press for improvements in the City Council and other agencies that affect their lives, 
and advise City Council departments about how to make services more responsive to disabled 
people. 

Applicants should have:- 

- An in depth understanding of disabled people's issues. 


- Experience of issues affecting people recovering from mental illness or people with learning 
difficulties would be particularly welcome. 


- A proven commitment to achieving Equal Opportunities for all disabled people. 
- Experience (paid or unpaid) of working with disabled people’s groups. 


- Good communication skills. 


Interviews will be held between 26th September and 4th October 1991 
Closing Date 6th September 1991. 


Application forms and further details are available from the Personnel Officer, 
Department of Administration, Second Floor Civic Hall Annex, Leeds LS1 1UR. 


POSTS SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


LEEDS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 


WIMBLEDON CITY FORD LTD 


MOTORBILITY WEEKEND EVENT 
17-18 AUGUST 
TOTAL CUSTOMER CARE 
FOR 
ALL YOUR NEEDS 


MOTORBILITY SPECIALIST AT HAND ALL WEEKEND 


* SPECIALIST MOTORBILITY ADVISOR 

* FULL INVALID MOTORING SERVICES 

* WE CATER FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS 

* ALL SPECIALIST DRIVING ADAPTATIONS FITTED. 
67 PLOUGH LANE WIMBLEDON, 


NEXT TO WIMBLEDON FOOTBALL STADIUM. 
081-946 9000 


CLASSIFIED 21 


HOLIDAYS 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA for your holi- 
day of a liftime. Luxury adapted bunga- 
low. 3 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
sleeps up to 6. Overlooking golf course. 
For the independent disabled traveller. 
10 minutes from airport. 20 minutes 
from Disney. Owner is paraplegic. For 
availability tel: Sue Fisher 061-792 3029. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 


Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments - and Timeshare 
Brochure: Lynne James, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 UW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5NX, tel: (0753) 685718. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 25133. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


For a trouble-free holiday 
with all the family try: 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
a discreetly adapted manor house 
set in acres of beautiful grounds. 
22 bedrooms - licensed bars - free 
use of wheelchairs - mini-bus. 
Tel: (050841) 324 
or write to: The Manager 
Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel 
Ashwellithorpe 
Norwich NR16 1EX 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advdertisers before relying on them. 


SERVICES 
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For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons 
Ladies should not be shy of applying! 
All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


FOR SALE 


HBC 200 Interbility, fully automatic 
wheelchair lift. Can be fitted to most 
vans. Talbot, Bedford, Renault etc. £700 
or nearest offer. Delivery possible. Tel: 
051-334 2257 (near Chester). 


4 WHEEL BATTERY CAR, weather- 
proof covered. Perfect running condition. 
Sell for £500. Tel: (0422) 340385 . 


ORTHO KINETICS LARK scooter. 
Still under guarantee, less than one year 
old. Only used 3 times. Cost £1,600. No 
reasonable offer refused. Tel: (0329) 
833926 (Wickham, Hants). 


STIRLING XL battery scooter, used 3 
times, swivel seat, front and rear lights. 
Condition as new. Cost £1,895, sell 
£1,300 ono. Tel: (0793) 723611 (Swin- 
don). 


CHAIR STAIRLIFT, Wessex. 13 tread, 
right hand. Very good condition. £450 
or near offer. Tel: (0273) 479119 
(Lewes). 


ELSWICK ENVOY car with 
wheelchair/driving seat (Vessa Vitesse 3), 
Y reg. 17,000 miles. New MOT, 
hydraulic opening rear access door and 
ramp. Passenger seat. Radio. £6,500. 
Tel: 081-677 1061. 


BROOKS STAIRLIFT, excellent con- 
dition. 3 months old, used only 2 weeks. 
Cost £1,850, will accept £950 ono. Tel 
(0532) 490213 (Leeds). 


VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT Estate, CL 
auto. White. Full hand controls by 
Feeney and Johnstone. 47,500 miles. C 
reg. Full service record. £4,250 ono. 
Tel: 081-462 1971. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
scooters, battery cars. All makes, models 
wanted and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and collections. 
Free advice. All areas. 

Contact Mr Gibbons 
Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


WWheelseti Lid 
TEL: (0492) 


“LOOKING FOR SOME WHEELS?” 


“JUST PHONE OR WRITE TO US 
FOR DETAILS OF ALL TYPES OF 
DISABLED EQUIPMENT, FROM WHEEL 


FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 


DETAILS AVAILABLE 
ON REQUEST 


WHEELSELL LIMITED 
78A Abergele Road, 
Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. 


The dating service with the PERSONAL touch 
LONELY???? 


There's no need to be lonely any more, we at = 


Intemational Introductions 


= 


N 


are here to help you find that special 
partner, in life. Let us help you to stop 
that routine & loneliness and give you 
someone to look forward to... 
* Australian styled Dating Agency with 11 years experience 
* Disabled Welcome. 7 days a week - 24 hour day personal service 


* A totally personal service; with no computers 
* Strictly confidential service 
* Compatible partners assured 
* An efficient friendly office 
Why not call into our office and have a coffee and let us explain 
the many more advantages by joining us at: 


Intenational. 


‘YOUR HAPPINESS IS OUR BUSINESS’ 
13 BARK STREET EAST, (Off Upper Bridge St), Bolton, 
BL1 2BQ or please phone us on: (0204) 387396 or 
396289 - NOT an answering machine. 


Low Fees 
Lifetime 
Membership 
Unlimited 
Introductions 


ORTHO KINETICS CHAIR stands 
you up and sits you down again, as new. 
Cost £743, will accept £495 ono. Tel: 
(0908) 232021. 


BEC SCOOTER. 2 batteries and 
charger, basket. Only used 5 or 6 times. 
£700 or near offer. Tel: 081-764 6672. 


VESSA TRAVLA, electric wheelchair, 
specially adapted leg rests, kerb climber 
and battery charger, hardly used. £1,100 
ono. Tel: (0869) 246918 (Oxfordshire). 


ALVEMA 308 luxury pushchair with all 
extras, cape, tray and sunshade. £350. 
Tel: Bordon (0420) 473397. 


POWER CHAIR, Home and Away. 
R/H control with kerb climbers, battery 
and charger. Excellent condition. 6 
months use. £750. Tel: (0428) 712483 
(Hants). 


MATTRESS VARIATOR. Cost £300 
six months ago and little used. Lifts and 
lowers bed ridden patient effortlessly. 
£200 or near offer. Tel: (0532) 488132 


(Leeds). 


021-366 6796 


GBL SERVICES 
MANUAL LIGHT WEIGHT 
WHEELCHAIRS 
(New & Secondhand [All Types]) 
© Bought and Sold 
®Repairs, Services and Alterations 
Parts Supplied ... Fitting Available 
® Hiring Service Available 


Advice and Alternative Enquiries 
Welcome Contact: Jamie: 
Unit E3 & E4, Shield Business 
Centre, Shield Drive, Brentford, 
Middlesex TW8 9EX 
Tel: 081-569 8955 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 
NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY 


USED FOR SALE FROM HALF 
PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND 
ADVICE - ALL AREAS 
COVERED. 


TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


areas of operation. 


Our poopie are our bi, 
otential. 


offered. 


W 


East Midlands Electricity is one of the largest re 
a major employer within the East Midlands re 
class services to our customers and have place 


Both on and off job training is provided 
oughout their career. Help in achieving nation 


VESSA VITESSE III indoor/outdoor 
electric wheelchair, kerb climber, head 
rest, tray, charger. Excellent condition. 
£1,275 ono. Tel: (0253) 730178 (Lancs). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE. F reg. 18,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. Metallic blue. 
£7,000 ono. Tel: (0656) 871006 (Brid- 
gend, South Wales). 


VAUXHALL ASTRA Chairman, 1987, 
1300 cc. 22,000 miles, automatic, MOT. 
£6,995. Tel: (0992) 718814. 


WEST YORKSHIRE AREA. 
We believe we have probably the most 
comprehensive display of electric 
scooters and wheelchairs, new and 
secondhand, from the _ leading 
manufacturers. BEC, Carters, Sungift, 
Newtons, Dudley etc. All fully 
guaranteed. 
35 years proven experience and service 
to disabled people. Fully staffed 
workshop’ with’ factory’ trained 
technicians. 
For details for sales and service please 
telephone (0484) 721772 
(answerphone - out of business hours). 
Millers Mobility, Owler, Ings Road, Brig 
House, West Yorkshire, HD6 1EH. 


Detached double-fronted house. 
Ground Level:- Large bedroom, large 
sitting room, good sized kitchen, 
bathroom in ‘Whisper Blue’ including 
Parker ‘Solo’ bath. All on level. 
Upstairs:- New bathroom and 4 
bedrooms or would convert to 2 
bedroomed flat. 
General Info:- New carpet throughout, 
impeccable decorative order, 3 TV points, 
4 telephone points. 4 mins to town 
centre, 5 mins to open countryside. 
Large Superstore 2 mins away. All on 
level. Ample parking, D/G, C/H 
throughout. Sensory light pads. 
£95,000. 
PHONE: HALIFAX 345793. 


LTUA TAXICARD USERS 


Small ads: £3 a line (min. 
£9), billed after publication. | 
Tel: 071-636 5020 ext 227. 


INTERNATIONAL HEALTH 


Don’t risk your health in 1990's. 
Herbalife produces optimum 
health from optimum nutrition - 
your health is important to you. 
Free consultation. 


Ann 0323 31520. 


LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 
FOR SALE 

Part exchange your old heavyweight 
wheelchair for a new ultra light-weight 
model. New Quickies and Swedes 
available to order. Secondhand 
Quickies bought and sold. For further 
details contact Peter (0252) 547939, 
(0831) 467930. 


STAIRLIFTS 


At nearly half price, nearly new and 
second hand available from stock. For the 
right advice at the best price phone R. 
McKenzie on Plymouth (0752) 696054. 


A d P 4 Accessible 
am FTice Vehicies 

If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

Passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


Exciting opportunities to work for the above two disability transport charities which are 
moving towards a merger at the address below. 


NJC pay award pending. Non-contr’y pension. 35 hr wk. Flexitime. 
1. DIAL-a-RIDE DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


to work with Dial-a-Ride users & service providers to improve the service. 


2. TAXICARD DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


to work with Taxicard holders & service providers to improve the scheme. 


Salaries: Sc6 14,631-15,498 (inc LW) 
Both Development Workers will promote accessible public transport & raise awareness 
of the transport needs of people with disabilities. 


3. ADMINISTRATOR: 


Efficient organiser to manage the office. Tactful telephone manner, WP/Database 
management, book-keeping and minute-taking skills an advantage. An excellent 
opportunity for someone interested in a voluntary sector career. 


Salary: Sc4 11,679-12,834 (inc LW) 


Applications from people with disabilities & ethnic minority candidates positively 
welcomed. We are an equal opportunities employer. 


Application forms from: LDaRUA, 25 Leighton Rd, London NW5 2QD. Tel: 071-482 2325. 


Closing date Friday 16 August 1991. 
These posts are funded by the London Boroughs Grants Committee. 


But our commitment doesn't stop there! 


t t and we make every effort to ensure they reach their full 
ff job t nf endent upon the individuals needs 
a recognised qualifications may be 


The range of disciplines is enormous — from clerical to technical to managerial — all 
offering excellent long-term prospects. 


If you're interested in joining us simply respond to our recruitment advertisements in the 
local, national and trade press — full details are provided. 


Committed to Equal Opportunities 


RECOGNISING 
ABILITY - 
NOT DISABILITY 


gional Electricity companies in the UK and 
ion. We are committed to providing first- 
significant investment into extending our 
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Development & Technical Services Department 


ACCESS OFFICER 
£16,014-£17,271 p.a. (Pay Award pending) 


We have recently adopted policies designed to promote and improve 
building access for disabled people. to 
As a result we have created this new job within the planning division 
and we are looking for someone who will be expected to demonstrate 
a detailed knowledge of the practical needs and aspirations of the 
disabled in terms of access to buildings and general mobility. A 
thorough knowledge of the relevant building and planning regulations 
is also necessary. Me 

You should preferably have an appropriate technical /building 
qualification and must also be able to demonstrate excellent 
communication skills in order to be able to influence, persuade and 
educate people at all levels on the needs of the disabled. 

We would particularly welcome applications from disabled people. 

In addition to a competitive salary benefits include flexible working 
hours, a subsidised car leasing scheme and a generous relocation 
package where appropriate. 

If you would like an informal discussion, please telephone John 
Ackerley on ext 2223. : 

For an application form and further details please contact the 
Manager, Personnel & Management Advisory Services, Town Hall, 
Chester, CH1 2HF or telephone Chester (0244) 324324 ext 2136. 
Closing Date: 16 August 1991. 

Previous applicants need not re-apply. 


HOUSING DEPARTMENT 


SENIOR BUILDING 
INSPECTORS 


£15,549 - £16,476 


The Department is committed to providing its customers with the highest 
quality of service. We believe the basis for achieving this to be the 
decentralisation of services to local Neighbourhood Offices, and then 
giving the local teams authority to deliver services in a caring manner to 
our customers. 


As a key member of a local team (locations to be determined) you will 
be responsible to the Neighbourhood Housing Manager and will be 
expected to develop and implement progressive repairs policies. You will 
also co-ordinate and direct the Neighbourhood Team's activities whenever 
the Manager is unavailable. 


Your office will have its own Neighbourhood Repairs Contract with a 
value of up to £1.5m per year. You will have specific responsibility as the 
Contract Administration Officer for the efficient and effective running of the 
Contract and the performance of the Contractor. You will manage and 
supervise locally based technical and support staff. 


You will also work closely with customers, estate management staff and 
other interested groups to develop innovative and practical estate 
improvement and property refurbishment schemes. 


We are looking for individuals with a technical background and the 
ability to achieve maximum potential from the Repairs Contracts within the 
budget allocation. Most importantly you will have endless enthusiasm and 
demonstrable commitment to ensure the highest quality of service to our 
customers, 


You will need to demonstrate the following criteria in your application:- 
1. Atechnical background which includes experience of:- 


- the diagnosis of faults 
- the preparation of schedules of work 


2. The ability to manage a contract including:- 


- budgetary allocations and control 
- performance measurement 
- Managing the client-contractor relationship 


3. The ability to manage, train and supervise technical and support 
staff. 


4, The ability to prepare and present reports; both narrative and 
statistical, on the performance of activities under your control. 


5. A commitment to the delivery of the highest quality of service with an 
emphasis on the importance of the customer's varied needs. This will 
include consultation with residents and the translation of their needs 
into practical solutions. 


6. The ability to liaise effectively with other Officers within the 
Department, from other Council services and with professionals from a 
construction background. 


One of these posts is restricted to people with disabilities, who 
should use Ref No. H67 when applying. 


Application forms (returnable by 23rd August 1991) and further 
details obtainable from City Housing Department, Louisa Ryland 
House, 44 Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 3PL. Tel: 021 235 3581 
(24 hour answering service). Please quote ref: H66, 

(H67 if applicable). 


Birmingham City Council 
The City Council welcomes applications from 
all sections of the community, irrespective of 


race, colour, gender, sexuality or disability. 
Job sharers welcome, no partner necessary. 


W/ 
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FIND-A-FRIEND 


QUIET 60 YEAR OLD widow, young 
at heart. I live in Co. Durham area. I 
don’t have much of a social life as I am 
caring for my disabled son who has cere- 
bral palsy. I would like someone special 
and penfriends. Box No. 359. 


REGISTERED BLIND MAN, 42. 
Nice personality, good sense of humour, 
interests: music, walking, countryside. 
Seeks sincere loving caring female. Box 
No. 361. 


MALE MID 40s, partially disabled, with 
own car and house. Enjoys music, cin- 
ema, eating out etc but lacks female com- 
pany. Quite attractive and witty (or so 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque or 
postal order for £3 pay- 


able to Disability Now 
with your ad. This is to 
help cover our costs. 


I’ve been told!) Would like to meet a 
lady for genuine friendship/companion- 
ship. Home Counties or S.W. London 
preferred. Box No. 362. 


WESTCOUNTRY LADY, 59, attrac- 
tive personality, back disability, but quite 
mobile. Seeks to correspond with sincere 
educated gentleman with perhaps similar 
problem. All letters answered. Box No. 
363. 


FEMALE, 25 with CP and arthritis, 
looking for male or female penfriends 
with a sense of humour. I enjoy reading 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 3. 


horror books, sports and eating out occa- 
sionally. I do not drink. I have a good 
sense of humour, a wide taste in music 
and a keen interest in politics and world 
affairs. Box No. 364. 


MALE, 23 with spasticity on left side 
due to brain damage from a car accident 
two years ago. Partially mobile. Likes art, 
pop music, the pub and chatting. Can 
write with difficulty. Lives at home. 
Would like a girl friend. Box No.365. 


DIVORCED DISABLED DAD, 47 
with teenage daughter. Independent 
wheelchair user, adapted car driver. 
Works for MOD. Would like to hear 


There is a short wasting list for Find-A- 
Friend ads. Do no worry if your advert 1s 


not in immediately, it will probably 
appear next month. 


EVENTS 
Yorkshire 


Exhibition 
TO BE HELD AT THE MORLEY LEISURE 
CENTRE, QUEENSWAY, MORLEY, LEEDS 
ON SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 1991- 
10.00am to 4.30pm 
A VARIETY OF DISABILITY AIDS UNDER 
ONE ROOF WHY NOT COME ALONG FOR A 
FANTASTIC DAY OUT 
ADMISSION FREE 
VEHICLE ADAPTATIONS, SPECIALLY 
ADAPTED VANS, PAVEMENT VEHICLES, TOP 
CAR MANUFACTURER’S, ELECTRIC AND 
SELF POWERED WHEELCHAIRS, DISABILITY 
LIVING AIDS 
ORGANISED BY DISABILITY AND MOBILITY 
PROMOTIONS, TEL: 0226 386677. 


THE INSPIRE FOUNDATION, 
a spinal paralysis Research Charity, is 
seeking to recruit a 

Director of Fund Raising. 
It is envisaged that the successful 
applicant will show skills in public 
relations and promotion, together with 
some experience, in particular with 
regard to generation of sponsorship from 
Trusts and corporate bodies. 
Salary negotiable. 
For further information and an informal 
discussion, please contact: 


Tom Condliff, Director 

The Inspire Foundation 

Odstock Hospital Salisbury \ 
SP2 8BJ 


(0722) 336262 ext. 2465 J 


from a modern, fun loving girl, aged 30- 
40, able bodied or mobile. S.W. if possi- 
ble. Box No. 366. 


2 YOUNG DISABLED CHRISTIANS 
from Ghana would like British pen- 
friends. Both enjoy music. Please reply x 
2 or write an open letter that can be pho- 
tocopied. Box No. 367. 


YOUNG WOMAN, 29. I am a domes- 
ticated DIY enthusiast (an able bodied, 
former home help). I would like to meet 
an educated gentleman, 30-40, with a 
slight disablement, to help him along in 
life, perhaps leading to marriage. He 
must be a disabled driver and foreign 
travel enthusiast. All letters answered. 
Box No. 368. 


MOVE-ON DEVELOPMENT WORKER 


35 Hours per week - £11,577 (pay award pending) 


EBYHA provides temporary accommodation to 16 - 25 year olds. We need someone to 
encourage and advise our residents in moving on from EBYHA to other appropriate 
accommodation. You will need to enjoy working with young people, have good 
administrative skills and preferably some knowledge of housing options available to 
young people in Bristol. 


CLOSING DATE: 9th August 1991. 


East Bristol Youth Housing Association is striving to be an Equal Opportunities employer 
and encourages applications from all sections of the community. 


Return to: EBYHA, 42 Chelsea Road, Easton, Bristol BS5 6AF. 


For more information contact: Pippa Adamson, tel: (0272) 551201. 


OFFICE WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE, PROPERTIES NOT NECESSARILY. 


Action for Blind People - 
Lewisham and North 
Southwark Health Authority 
for post of Specialist Worker 


action for blind people 


Specialist Worker 
People with visual impairment and learning difficulties 


We are working in partnership to meet the specific needs of a small group of people 
with learning difficulties who also have visual impairments. L&NS Health Authority is 
known for its innovative ways of working and its commitment to Individual Planning and 
Social Role Valorisation (Normalisation). Action for Blind People has considerable 
experience of providing services to people with visual impairments. 


Our agreement to collaborate in this project provides a new, exciting and highly 
challenging opportunity. We need someone experienced in work with visually impaired 
people, with a commitment to our shared values and an interest in using their 
knowledge and skills to work with people who are living in or will be moving into their 
own house in the community. 


Employed by Action for Blind People, but working with a multi-disciplinary team of Health 
Authority Staff, the post holder will be involved in staff training and development and in 
the process of developing Individual Plans. They will also work within the wider 
community, fostering integration by liaising with other agencies. 


Relevant qualifications welcomed. Appropriate experience essential. This may come 
from a variety of personal and work backgrounds. We will provide induction and on- 
going training opportunities. 


Salary Grade 7 point 31. £15,102 - £16,821 + £1,008 H.O. Allowance. The contract 
will be for a three year period. 


Applicants are welcome from all regardless of age, sex, ethnic origin, sexual orientation 
or disability, except so far as a person with a visual impairment will be considered to 
have an additional qualification for the post. Our current premises have limited access 
for people with restricted mobility. 


Closing date Is the 16th August 1991. 


For application form, further details and an information pack contact Dan Felton, 
telephone number: 071 732 8771, fax number: 071 639 0948 or write to: Action for 
Blind People, 14-16 Verney Road, London SE16 3DZ. 


CLWYD 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
ADVOCACY DEVELOPMENT 


WORKER 
£15,549 - £16,476 Ref SS/ADW/SD 

Do you believe that people with disabilities matter people 

retire have the right to speak up, speak out and to be 

_ Do you also believe that the best way for people with 
disabilities to change things is by working together, supporting 
and helping each other? Then read on. 

Clwyd is establishing an Advocacy Scheme in order to 
ensure that the needs and wants of people with disabilities are 
effectively communicated to service providers. This new 
initiative, which results from a Development Team's report 
relating to the Disabled Person's Act 1986, will be based in the 
Wrexham area, with extensions throughout the County within 
identified resources. 

You will be responsible for forming a Steering Committee 
and subsequently a number of Management Committees in 
areas where advocates operate, along with the day to day 
management of the County Advocacy Scheme. 

Do you have the qualities to help to make these things 
happen in Clwyd? If. so, we would like to hear from you and 
would particularly welcome applications from people with 
disabilities as these groups are currently under-represented in 
the Department. 

For an informal discussion, please contact Mike Mason, 
Lead Officer, Physical Sensory Impairment at Glan Clwyd 
Hospital. Tel: St. Asaph (0745) 583910 ext. 4315. 


Application forms obtainable from the County 
Personnel Officer, Shire Hall, Mold. Tel: Mold (0352) 
752121 ext. 2363 to be returned by 16th August 1991. 

J. A. Davies 
County Personnel Officer 
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EAD SVIFIEY 29 


UNDERSTANDING DISABILITY 
EDUCATIONAL TRUST 


9 '9€ There is a job opportunity available in this small 
a 


Cf wm mg ©XPanding Trust which produces and promotes a multi- 
UNDERSTANDING media disability awareness programme to British and 
DISAB} LITY overseas schools and educational establishments. 


DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
£15K - £16K p.a. 


The person in this vital role will promote and expand the use of the UDET 
project in schools and educational establishments , and contribute towards 
the planning, production and marketing of other UDET materials designed for 


a wider range of users. 


The ideal candidate will have experience of disability , management 
expertise, keyboard skills and a background in teaching, adult training , 
public relations or publishing. Strong public-speaking and inter-personal 
skills essential. Travel throughout the UK will be required on a regular basis. 


The post is available for 2 years in the first instance. 


Please write for an application form to: Mary-Anne Grant, Executive Director, 
UDET, Weydon School, Weydon Lane, Farnham, Surrey GU9 8UG. Tel: 
(0252) 733167. 


Closing date for applications 5.9.91. Interviews are likely to be held during 
the week beginning 23.9.91. 


Applications are particularly welcomed from people with disability. Parking 
and wheelchair access. 


Deadlines for September issue: booking by 16 


August, camera ready artwork/copy by 20 August. 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES/COURSES please contact the Advertisement 


Manager, Richard Gresham, Kingslea Press Limited, 12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London SE16 2XU. Tel: 071- 252 1362. Fax: 071- 237 8019. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS:1.Caustic 5.Risk 
7.Rehabilitate 8.Enrol 10.Tidal 
11.Barrel 12.Over 14.Lemon 
17.Bowery 19.Trace 20.Ox 
22.Spit 23.Pleasant 24.Can 

DOWN: 1.Corset 2.Usher 
3.Tubular Bells 4 Call 
5.Retailer 6.Kremlin 9.OBE 
10.Telex 13.Viable 15.Myopic 
16.Stump 18.Woman 21.Stun 


NEWS QUIZ ANSWERS 
1.Liverpool, where bin men 
went on _ strike 2.Graham 
Gooch 3.He tabled a bill in 


‘|the Commons saying the 


Queen should be taxed 4.Lon- 
don’s National Gallery 5.49 
6.Severe Disability Premium 
7.Ted Heath and Margaret 
Thatcher 8.South Africa 
9.The Philippines 10.The 
Strollerthon. 


PANTOINALL) CICULILIEGIE} 


BURSARIES 


COURSES: 


disabilities, residential and day. 


College of Further Education. 
ACADEMIC FACILITIES: 


facilities int 
tutor support). 


Art, Photography and Science Suites. 


fully equipped Theatre. 


NATIONAL ACCESS CENTRE: 
of ACCESS Centres (NFAC): assessment and support 


The National College for Students 
with Physical and Sensory Disabilities 


Hereward College of Further Education, 


Telephone: (0203) 461231 Fax: (0203) 694305 


A full range of courses for students with physical and sensory 


CPVE, GCSE, BTEC (First Level and National), A level, RSA, 
City and Guilds, LCC, Pitmans; access courses pre-degree) in 
Art, Engineering Studies, Business Studies, Social Sciences. 
Course can be broadened with subjects taught at Tile Hill 


A wide range of computer and Information Technology 
he Supported Self Study Centre (including all-day 


Three networked Computer Suites to support all courses. 


Extensive video production and editing facilities based in the 


Individual study support with a professional team of assistants. 


The National Co-ordinating centre for the National Federation 


Hereward 
CIOIILIELGIES 


Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, Coventry CV4 9SW 


facilities provide access to education, training and employment. 


Consultants to the Open University. Many years’ experience 
in the assessment of the micro technology and study needs of 
students with disabilities. Industrial and Commercial 
In-Service Training. 


GENERAL FACILITIES: 

120 study-bedrooms, 24 hour care and nursing support, 
independence, personal and social education. Integration of 
disabled and able bodied, residential and day students. 
Swimming, physiotherapy, speech therapy, careers and 
higher education counselling. 


Resident and non resident conference facilities. 
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT: 
Nuffield Interactive Book project; Empathy Employment 


Service; Empathy Ltd (the college charitable company); 
Empathy Enterprise Park Development; full involvement in 


Coventry and Warwickshire Training Enterprise Council (TEC); 


full involvement in Coventry Chambers of Commerce; 
LCCI Business Administration Course I/II (NVQ) to begin; 


Student Outreach Service; Kurator supported work placements. 


ANT 


Croydon Council welcomes applications from 
all people who make up the Community itserves. 


In particular we welcome more job applications 
from women and men with disabilities, who are 
under-represented in many areas of work. 


To help ensure that people with disabilities 
know what's on offer we can regularly send you 


a copy of our weekly vacancy bulletin. Just 
complete the coupon below and send it to:- 


Head of Personnel and Management Services, 
Room8.10, Taberner House, Park Lane, Croydon, 
CR9 3JS 


or telephone the Personnel and Management 
Services Department on 081-686 4433 Ext. 2011. 


PEOPLE WITH ABILITIES 


I would like to receive details of the Council's vacancies. 


aoe ance = ar gn rel 
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Address 


Post Code 


_—————— 
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 


WRITERS’ BURSARIES 


The Arts Council intends to award twelve bursaries of 
£6,000 each to writers at a critical point in their career to 
finance a period of concentrated work on their next book. 


The scheme is open to writers of creative work, who are 
resident in England and have had some work published. 


Further details and application forms are available from: 
Literature Department, Arts Council, 14 Great Peter 
Street, London SW1iP 3NQ. Tel: 071-333 0100. 


The closing date for applications is 30 September 1991. 


The Arts Council has an Equal Opportunities F 
recruitment policy. It warmly welcomes 

applications from all sections of the oy 
community. 


Disability Now 


The campaigning 
newspaper for 
people with all 
kinds of 
disabilities 
Please SUPPORT DN by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

THE SPASTICS SOCIETY. No stamp is needed. 


Wo 


aul?’ 
eur" 


All subscribers get 
a free DN keyring too. 


NAME 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 


Please tick / 


Renewal[_] New Subscriber [_] 


Individual at 
home address 


One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
Two year (24 issues) £19 [_ ] 


( 
One year (12 issues) £15 [| 
Two year (24 issues) £29 [_ ] 


Organisations / 
authorities etc. 


Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 


* Multiple copies £ 1year (12 issues) [_] 


I/We enclose Cheque/PO is 
A donation towards costs £ —___—— C] 


| authorise you to charge my VISA[_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


Expiry Date__/ __ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non profit making publication. It is sent 
free to disabled people on low income if they let us know. 
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24 NEWS 


Doctors’ 
care 
warning 


If the Government doesn’t 
back down and set aside special 
funds for community care, dis- 
abled and elderly people will 
suffer, said the British Medical 
Association at its annual con- 
ference in July. 

Dr Joy Moore, a London 
community health specialist 
condemned the Government 
for not thinking through what 
community care really meant: 
“Too often it means families 
being ground down and break- 
ing up. Mentally handicapped 
and mentally ill people end up 
in cardboard boxes on the 
streets.” 

Mac Armstrong, the Scottish 
GPs' leader, said underfunding 
had made community care “a 
policy of neglect.” 

He said: “Millions of carers, 
an army of unpaid state ser- 
vants, make up for the shortfall 
in resources. They sacrifice 
their lives and careers to look 
after relatives that the state 
should do more to care for.” 

The conference asked the 
Government to appoint a spe- 
cial minister for community 
care to make sure the policy 
held its own among other Gov- 
ernment plans. 


On the trail of the lonesome pine: (left to right) Rashma 


Patel, Martin Ireland and Dinesh Mistry try out a new 1.5km 
(1 mile) woodland trail for walkers and wheelchair users in 
the Woodland Trust's Martinshaw Wood near Leicester. 
Leicestershire County Council paid the trail's £8,000 cost. 


Twenty homes for £2.8m 


A charity, a health authority 
and a housing association have 
joined forces in a £2.8m ven- 
ture to build a residential and 
day care centre for sensory 
impaired people. 

North Housing Association, 
SENSE (National Deaf-Blind 


and Rubella Association), and 
the North West Thames 
Regional Health Authority will 
build the new centre in Barnet, 
London by 1993. As well as 
four flats housing 20 people, 
the centre will have education 
and day care facilities. 


Peto pioneer in UK 


Dr Maria Hari, director of 
Hungary’s Peto Institute which 
has pioneered conductive edu- 
cation for children with cere- 
bral palsy, flew into Britain in 
June to mark two important 
developments launched by The 
Spastics Society. 

Keele University, Stafford- 
shire, in association with the 
Society, is to offer the first BA 
and Masters degree course in 
conductive education. Twelve 
Society trainees now at the 
Peto Institute will receive the 
degree when they finish their 
four-year course in 1994. Each 
summer they will take a six- 
week course at Keele in psy- 
chology, English language and 
literature and teach in British 
primary schools. This will give 
them the necessary groundwork 
to teach within the British 
national school curriculum. 

Maria Hari said the new 
degree was an example to other 
countries and would help 
establish conductive education 
as a profession in Britain. “Just 
learning in Hungary would not 
be as good”, she - said. 
“Trainees need UK _ cultural 
content.” 

She thought the trainees, 
mostly in their early 20s, would 
get maximum benefit from the 
degree because they were 
young. But she is worried 
about the spread of “bad” con- 
ductive education through 


teachers who have not done a 
course at the Peto Institute, 
because this could harm chil- 
dren. 

Maria Hari also visited Ing- 
field Manor School in West 


Sussex, and watched Dame 
Vera Lynn of SOS (Stars 
Organisation for Spastics) 


operate a JCB excavator to start 
an extension to the school for 
parents. Due to be completed 


by January 1992, the building 
will allow another 30 children 
and their parents to learn the 
same Peto-inspired methods of 
education that Ingfield already 
uses. It will become the 
national training centre. 

The Society hopes it will 
encourage parents’ own teach- 
ing initiatives. “Our long-term 
objective is to make parents out 
there establish their own cen- 
tres”, said Society Chairman 
Derek Ashcroft. 


The Ford Escort has always been one of the best 
selling cars in the Motability scheme, and the latest 


Ford Escort should be no exception. 


Although only slightly wider than its predecessor, 


it's considerably roomier inside. Shallower sills and 
taller doors that open wider, make getting in and out 
easier, particularly when you have awkward items to 


carry, such as a foldaway wheelchair. 


When we designed the 


new Escort, we considered 


every kind of family. 


Height adjustable front seat belts ensure all 
occupants travel comfortably, and there's also a remote 
release (on L models and above) for the new lower and 
wider tailgate. 

Another creature comfort is power assisted 
steering, available for the first time as an option 


(1.6 litre engine models only). 


For more information fill in the coupon opposite, 


or call freephone 0800 252 983. 

Alternatively, contact one of our Motability 
specialists (you'll find one at almost every Ford main 
dealership). They'll also be able to give you details 
of the special Escort for disabled drivers. 


Remember, you don't have to be a disabled driver 


to qualify for the Motability scheme. In fact you don't 
have to be disabled at all. If you have a friend or 
someone in your family who is disabled you simply 


have to be nominated by them to act as their ‘chauffeur: 


| Ford Motor Company, FREEPOST, Dept EWA, g.4 
| St. Mary's Green, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3BR. | 
| Please send me the Motability scheme details. 


Name 


Address 
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| 
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